
Christmas update 2017 

  

Dear Pastor Robin and church family, 

  

We earnestly hope and pray that you are doing well in every way! 

  

It's been a good while since I have written to you personally. Over the last couple of years 
ministry activities at church have accelerated a bit for us here in Spain. One of the 
consequences of more ministry opportunities is that I don't do as much correspondence as in 
the past. [Currently Cindy is working on a Christmas letter; hopefully you will be getting that 
soon.] 

  

This morning I have been reviewing emails, catching up on some administrative matters, etc. In 
the process of doing this I was reminded of your church’s financial gifts throughout 2017 
(and for many years now). We thank God for Eastgate Bible Fellowship and HIS grace flowing 
through you to simple servant-missionaries like us. May HIS great Name be exalted and 
praised even more because of your faithfulness in being a channel for HIS resources!  

  

As is our general custom, this year Cindy and I celebrated Thanksgiving in Albufeira, Portugal 
(down in the Algarve region on the southern coast) at the ABWE Iberian Peninsula 
Thanksgiving Conference. It was a good time of fellowship with our fellow ABWE Portuguese 
missionaries. We thank the Lord for the time away from ministry here in Alcalá de 
Henares. Cindy and I were able to go on a couple of outings: a short hike on the rim looking out 
over the beautiful Atlantic Ocean and a trip to Sagres (taking along ABWE colleague, Merry 
Davey, with us), the place on the Portuguese coast where Henry the Navigator explored the 
then "unknown" world of the high seas. What must it have been like to climb aboard a very 
small ship, not knowing for sure if you would sail off the edge of the world... 

  

The Thanksgiving Conference came on the heels of teaching a two-week intensive course at 
the Bible Institute in Madrid (OT Historical Books). This year's class was comprised of seven 
students, 4 Spaniards and 3 Peruvians. They performed well in class and on their exams. Our 
prayer is that they will be used of God to further advance the gospel of Jesus Christ in Spain! 



  

The church plant here in Alcalá de Henares continues forward. Progress is being made, not by 
leaps and bounds but more by small increments. Here are a few positive signs of progress: 

•         On a good Sunday, for example, 45 or more people (includes adults, teens, children and babies, 
of which we have one for the moment) show up to worship God. Presently there are 27 official 
church members. 

•         One lady, Marlene, professed to receive Jesus Christ in November. 

•         Two teenage girls, Cesia (18) and Nataly (15-16?) have requested believer´s baptism. They have 
attended the youth group for the last couple of years, thus giving them ample opportunity to 
hear the gospel of Jesus Christ, to understand it and then to believe in the Savior.  

•         Cindy and I are busily involved evangelizing or discipling a number of the people who attend 
church (see below). 

  

I am currently preaching and teaching from Paul's letter to the believers at Ephesus. Last 
Sunday(12/10) I was planning to start the practical section of the letter: chapters 4-6. 
Unfortunately a blood clot kept me at home (see more about this below). On a weekly basis I 
also continue to meet with Fabio (Discipleship) and Fernando (English practice and evangelistic 
bible study). I have also given an evangelistic book (The First Minute After You Die) to two 
unsaved men: Ángel and Lorenzo. We are reading through it together. Please pray for the sure 
salvation of all of these men. I also am working in a special way with a Bible Institute (SEFOVAN) 
graduate. My earnest hope and constant prayer is that this dear brother will overcome a 
longstanding pornography addiction. He has been "running well" for the past 11 months, 
fighting the good fight of faith. In God's timing we would like to officially restore him to ministry 
activity sometime in 2018. I also need to get the “discipleship” ball rolling again with Pedro 
Abad. Pedro has good leadership potential. 

  

Cindy continues to teach English classes four days a week to elementary-age children. She 
primarily does this activity as a means to get to know the unsaved parents of the kids. Cindy is 
also very busy discipling or evangelizing a growing list of ladies in the church plant, either 
through one-on-one bible studies (Araceli, Bárbara,  Marleny, Dominga, etc.) or by meeting as a 
small group (Alejandra and Nancy; Rocío, Rosalyn and Paqui). There is also the Friday night 
Bible Club for the children, at which time Cindy teaches the Bible lesson. God has really opened 
up a wide door of ministry for Cindy (the teacher) with women in our church. There is a 
tremendous need for spiritual growth; we can only give thanks to the Lord for what HE is doing 
in our midst.  

  



A week ago now (12/04) I underwent a second arthroscopic surgery on the meniscus in my left 
knee. I hurt it again back in September, 2016 (playing basketball). I had been nursing it along 
since then but finally decided to do something about it. The general weakness and instability 
had been bothering me. This type of arthroscopic surgery is a rather small matter. I entered the 
Hospital at 7:30 a.m. and was wheeled out in a wheel chair around 3:00 p.m.  

  

Everything seemed to be going well until Saturday (12/09). I woke up in the middle of the night 
with pain in my calf area (of the operated leg). At first I thought that maybe I had pulled a small 
muscle in my calf. But by mid-day Saturday it dawned on me that I probably had a DVT (deep 
vein trombosis). As Saturday worn on I finally decided to cancel Sunday plans and stay at home 
with my leg elevated. Thankfully a missionary colleague was able to pinch hit for me; I really 
appreciate his help. Yesterday evening (12/11) I visited the surgeon, Dr. Noriega, to confirm my 
suspicions about the blood clot. He confirmed it but didn't give me any idea of when it would 
diffuse itself. I guess there isn't any particular pattern for the diffusion of blood clots. According 
to the doctor, the most important thing is to continue with the daily injections of Heparina. Dr. 
Noriega didn't seem overly concerned about my problem; I am taking that as a positive sign. I 
am now wearing a compression sock. My lower leg feels more protected; the blood clot seems 
to be diminishing. Thanks for your ongoing prayers. 

  

I have rambled on enough so I will sign off for now. We consider it a privilege to partnership 
with Eastgate Bible Fellowship for the advancement of Christ´s gospel and kingdom here in 
Spain and beyond. And we earnestly anticipate the time when Jesus the Lord will reign in glory 
on this earth! 

  

We wish you an early "Merry Christmas", 

  

Rich Brown 

Alcalá de Henares, SPAIN 

 


