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A Rocky Place 
 

No matter where you dig down in the soil of 

Spain, I am convinced that you will find rocks.     
          You may think the Rock of Gibraltar is big, but 

personally I think that the whole Iberian Peninsula is 

made of rock! The rocks work their way to the surface 

and get in the way.  Farmers pile them up at different 

places in their fields.  They stack them in lines to make 

fences to contain their sheep.  

 

If you go to the mountains it’s more 

of the same.  Huge slabs of rock rise 

out of… more rock!  When we hiked 

the majestic Peaks of Europe in 

northern Spain, we were amazed at 

the lack of vegetation and water---

quite a change from the Pacific NW! 

All that rock on the trails made 

walking treacherous.   And it would 

be very easy to wander off the path 

so people mark the trail with  

(you guessed it) piles of rocks!  

 

Ministry can be rocky, too 
We’ve been in Spain for 24 years and we have seen ministries begin and ministries end. Just like in hiking, 

things may go well for a while and then you hit some loose rock and… wipe out!  How do you stay on your 

feet?  How do you keep the circumstances from getting you down?  
 

Here´s our best advice for not falling flat on your face in your service for the Lord: 

1. Live by faith, not by feelings.   

    Feelings are unstable places to put your weight, just like all that loose rock in the mountains of Spain.       

    Feelings can go up and down but God never changes.  He is the one on whom you must depend.  

    And He is a solid rock on which you can place all the weight of your problems.   

2. Learn to plod.   

    There may be times when you can run but most of the time progress is slower than that.    

     Just take the next step.  Many times you won’t feel like going on, but going back is not an option.  

     Don’t worry about when you will finish.  Be concerned about being faithful and, above all…  

3. Be obedient.   

    In the end, obedience is what God desires and obedience is what God deserves. 
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A Sad Goodbye… 
There were over 40 people present at our goodbye dinner on July 31st for our Spanish coworkers, Miguel Angel 

and Rebeca.  The church body offered up sweet prayers on their behalf, took a million pictures and sent them 

off with heartfelt hugs and kisses.  The news from Texas is that it is hot and expensive but the seminary classes 

are great!  Please pray that God would help Miguel Angel and Rebeca to learn to depend on Him for 

everything as they live far away from loved ones. 
 

…and a Happy Hello 
The Lord sent us another young couple who will be helping us while 

they finish preparing for ministry.  Marcos and Priscila are in their 

last year of preparation at SEFOVAN, the Bible Institute where Rich 

teaches a class. They are currently involved in our church in music 

and teaching adults and children.  Marcos and Priscila are expecting 

their first child in October.  Please pray that God would bless our 

church through the ministry of this dedicated couple. 
 

                                    PRAYER REQUESTS 
Praise God for: 

A good season of ministry this summer with time for rest in August 

God´s provision of seminary training for Miguel Angel and Rebeca in Texas 

The ministry help offered by Marcos and Priscila in the absence of our Spanish coworkers 

A good start to our fall programs:  The youth had a pizza-making competition and two new teens came. 

                       The Bible Club for children had a rousing kick-off with 24 kids present! 
 

Please pray for the following ministry events: 

Oct. 8  Baptism of recently saved Araceli and her college-age daughter, Nicole. 

Oct. 14 Tapas y Temas is an evening of English designed to help us meet adults in our ministry area. 

Oct. 21   Evangelistic outreach to kids with the story “The Man Who Lived in a Cemetery” (Lu. 8:26-39) 

Nov. 5    Movie Night when the church family invites friends for a Christian movie with supper afterward 

Dec. 16   Christmas Outreach  We want to get church members involved in this outreach to children.  

 

Thank you for standing with us in prayer!  There is nothing too difficult for the Lord… even in rocky Spain!   
 

        Rich and Cindy Brown    ABWE SPAIN 

 


