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Spain has been our adopted country for the last 25 years and we have enjoyed living here.  We love the rich 
history, the flamboyant culture, and the creative people.  But there´s one thing we don´t like…   
Spaniards are very resistant to the gospel message.  We often ask ourselves “why?”  Did centuries of 
Catholicism “inoculate” the Spaniards against Biblical Christianity?  Here are a few current statistics:   
   

Today 68% of the population identify themselves as Catholic but most people are Catholic in name only. 
The Center for Sociological Studies reports that 59% of Spaniards never go to church of any kind.  Another 
28% of the population identify themselves as either atheist or agnostic. And, of the four percentage points 
left to make an even 100%, there are twice as many Muslimas as evangelical Christians! 
 

So two-thirds of the people of Spain say they belong to a religion that they don´t practice.   
What effect does that have on a society?  Could the following facts be telling us something?                          

PETTY CRIME Spain is the 6th country in the world with the highest incidence of shoplifting.   
DEPRESSION   Spaniards have tripled their consumption of anti-depressives.          
DRUGS              Spain has the highest rate of cocaine use of any nation in the world.  
 
 

POLITICAL UNREST 

Many of you read about the Aug 17 terrorist attack when a van driven by Islamist extremists ran down 
people on a crowded sidewalk in Barcelona, Spain.  Although we were not in imminent danger where we 
live and work close to Madrid, we are heartbroken about the 16 who died and the 130 wounded. 
 
Later we learned that one of the real targets for the terrorist attack was going to be Barcelona´s landmark 
church, La Sagrada Familia, a popular tourist destination.  However, the bombs exploded prematurely, 
killing the Muslim cleric who was probably the mastermind behind the scheme.  So the loss of life and 
devastation were so much less than what was planned and for this we are grateful. 



Barcelona continues to be in the news as a strong separatist movement there keeps threatening to pull 
the country apart.  The secessionists have set Oct. 1, 2017 as the date to vote to leave Spain.  There are 
demonstrations constantly.  Please pray for Spain in these times of unrest and conflict. 
 
 

ENGLISH INSTRUCTION 
We are getting back into the rhythm of our fall activities.  Part of that includes English instruction to 
children and conversation practice with adults.   
 
Maybe you remember Fernando, the karate instructor 
whose English practice with Rich has morphed into half 
English conversation and half reading the Bible in 
Spanish.  This summer Fernando completed the rank of 
7th dan and was invited to study under the oldest 
Japanese karate master in Madrid.  When Rich asked if 
Fernando wanted to start meeting again, he texted,  

“Sí, I wish it.  I practice very much English…. 
 I have new friends in London.  I read Bible, too.  
Thanks to you I am happier now… strong hug  
for you.  I am wishing to see you again. 

Please pray for Fernando´s salvation.  He appears to 
be growing more sensitive to God and His Word. 

 
 

FALL PRAYER REQUESTS 
Youth Group:  The youth enjoyed an end-of-the-summer rally in Toledo on Sept. 16 and are looking forward 
to a special youth conference in Madrid on Sept. 30.  Please pray that God would use this year´s 
discipleship Bible studies to help the young people grow in grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 
Children´s Bible Club:  We are getting started with a Knights in Armor theme at our kick-off on Sept 22, 
2017.  We hope to have a good representation of children who came to VBS in July.  Pray also for the Fall 
Evangelistic Outreach on Oct. 27 and the Christmas Outreach on December 15, 2017. 
 
Adult English Outreach:  On Oct. 13 a mission team from North Carolina is coming to help us put on an 
evening of “Tapas y Temas.”  Pray for good conversations with adults who want to improve their English. 
 
Protestant Reformation:  We will be emphasizing the 500th anniversary of the Reformation with a special 
speaker and a movie during the week of Oct. 29---Nov. 4.  Pray that our church would take a stand for God. 
 
Pray for us, brothers and sisters, that we will be faithful witnesses to what we know and have 
experienced about forgiveness from sin and new life in Jesus Christ. 
 
With our eyes on Jesus Christ we have hope for this world, 
 

Rich and Cindy Brown 
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