
 
               

December, 2017 
 
Hi Everybody! 
 
Christmas greetings from our home to yours. The 
following is a brief update of the things the Lord has 
been doing in our lives since our return from India. 
Our deep and heartfelt thanks to those of you who 
have faithfully supported and prayed for us since 
we returned. 
 
A man from our church (Jim), who has been a 
believer for about 1 ½ years, moved into a 
retirement home early this year and started sharing 
about his church. Because of his enthusiasm, folks 
there were commenting that they wished they could 
come to his church. As the church does not have 
the means to transport them, we thought, why not 
conduct a Bible study in their home? With the 
blessing of the retirement home and our church, we 
started meeting with them in April and have had a 
nice little group of people attending. Numbers 
fluctuate from nine to fifteen. Sometimes folks are 
sick or miss because they fall asleep before the 
study starts, or forget what day it is; but our “man 
on the inside” goes around knocking on doors and 
usually gathers a fair group for the study. We have 
been studying the book of John and many have 
stuck with us from the beginning. It’s a real study; 
we’re not just hitting the high spots, and most have 
been learning new things and commenting that they 
really appreciate it. A few consider it their church, 
because it’s too difficult for them to get out. We 
have enjoyed meeting these elderly folks, some of 
whom we know are members of our family in 
Christ. Pray that one day, when Sam shares the 
gospel (again), others may connect the dots and 
personally receive Christ. We know there are some 
who don’t yet know the Savior. 
 
Since returning to the states, we’ve had a dream to 
continue working with people from other countries, 
in particular, young people. We have prayed and 
puzzled about how to start such a ministry. Finally, 

Marie began hanging out at lunch time in the dining 
hall of a small local college that has a large number 
of international students. She also sat in on a class 
taught by a friend who teaches English to incoming 
international students. As a result of her first visit to 
that class, she befriended a girl from Taiwan who 
has attended church several times and has just  
moved into the home of an elderly couple from our 
church who are providing housing for her while she 
stays in the states. We are praying that she will 
eventually understand what she is hearing when 
she attends church. We take notes and, over lunch, 
try to explain to her what she has heard. It is a 
worthwhile challenge. Pray that this young lady 
(Weiman) will begin to understand more clearly and 
that our friendship will continue to grow. 
 
As a result of her cafeteria visits, Marie met a girl 
named Jane (not her Vietnamese name) who is 
active in the international student club. As a result 
of our conversations, Jane invited us to a student 
club meeting. We accepted her invitation and met 
more students. They were cooking favorite dishes 
from their respective countries and we tasted food 
from Taiwan, China, Vietnam, Korea and who 
knows where else. It was all mixed together but 
quite tasty and fun. 
 
We have also signed up to be conversation 
partners with students who are trying to learn to 
use English. We meet one-on-one to talk and help 
correct things that are difficult for them. Sam was 
paired up with a boy from Japan (Masaki) and has 
had several interesting conversations with him. He 
is eager to talk but deficient in vocabulary. 
 
Marie was “lucky” and got two students, Nana from 
Japan and Penelope from China. Nana is shy and 
speaks so quietly she is hard to hear, and 
Penelope is just the opposite. She may have to 
meet with them separately so she can get Nana to 
talk more. It is an interesting challenge. 
 
During the recent celebration of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, our English teacher 
friend visited a Lutheran church and discovered 
several Japanese students in attendance. She 
spoke with them and shared that her friends (us) 
wanted to teach the Bible to anyone who wanted to 
learn about it and one of the students (Hisayuki) 
eagerly said he wanted to study the Bible. Sam has 
met with him several times and he said that his 
interest was stimulated when he traveled with his 
parents and discovered a Bible in their motel room. 
He tried to read it but couldn’t understand it. He has 
been curious ever since and jumped at the chance 



to study. Please pray that this study will continue 
for as long as it takes to bring him to a fully 
informed personal decision regarding salvation. 
The school keeps these kids very busy.  
 
Our church recently had its annual missions 
conference and one of the speakers shared that 
much of his ministry was not planned by him. A 
comment that he made was, “when you don’t know 
what to do, just start.”  When we heard that, we had 
to chuckle inwardly because that is just exactly 
what we had been doing and now we are beginning 
to see that things are slowly developing. Please 
pray that we can move this effort of getting to know 
students into an interest in attending a Bible study. 
Our church is just a few blocks away from the 
college and would be a perfect off’-campus place to 
meet where the college couldn’t control the agenda.  
 
Please pray for international students who come to 
our quite confused college campuses these days 
and learn who-knows-what. We would love to give 
them truth that will remain with them throughout 
their lifetimes. 
 
 

 
 

 
Sam & Hisayuki            
    
           Michael & Jane 
 
 
 

    

Nana, Marie & Penelope 

Please pray that God will continue to use us for the 
rest of our lives. We don’t want to lie down and die 
on the home front. Please also continue to pray that 
He will continue to provide funding for the daily 
operation of the Baptist Seminary of South India 
and for their new building.  Construction of the first 
two floors was to begin in October, but we have not 
heard word that it has actually started. That need 
continues to weigh upon our hearts. 
 
Still Rejoicing in the Lord, 
 
Sam & Marie Lynn 
4501 Grandview Drive West #T-106 
University Place, WA  98466 
 

Email: lynns4life@gmail.com 
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