
Dear Pastor Brad and friends at Eastgate, 

 I asked permission of Bob Cropsey to re-send his letter to those who support our ministry 

(even in retirement).  I thought that there was no way I could match what he said, and just in case 

you haven’t heard, Jennifer DeKryger and the boys are planning to return to Togo this month.  

We expect to see them in Mango when Esther and I travel there in late August.  Bob’s letter is 

lengthy, but it is worth the read. 

 This spring/summer is a busy time for us.  Esther has been in Virginia to help Laura and 

her husband move from a rented home to one they purchased.  I plan to join them next week, and 

hope to have time to see Ryan and his wife with their twins.  (How did two of our kids end up in 

Virginia?!) Later in the summer, (August 24), we leave for two weeks in Togo.  This is my third 

trip back, but Esther’s first, since we returned home in 2012.  

 I know you as a church are interested in the Hospital of Hope project.  We are rejoicing 

that funds have been provided to put in a water line from the Oti River up to the plateau on 

which the hospital is built.  Several asked me if that might not be possible, and I always replied 

that I thought it would be too expensive, and not practical.  Shows you how much I know.  The 

lack of water, although wells were drilled, was critical.  So the provision of funds for this project 

will help solve an ongoing problem.  Now we need to pray for easements that cross privately 

owned property between the river and the hospital; about a mile in distance.  I’ve had experience 

over the years in negotiating with land owners, and there will likely be an effort to wring out 

advantages from the “wealthy” missionaries who built the hospital.  So we are praying that God 

will grant us favor with the owners.   

 Thanks again for your continued support of our ministry in Togo.  We are grateful for 

your continued help, and look forward to seeing you again.  And Pastor Brad, we pray for you 

daily, and continue trusting God to do great things. 

 

In Him, 

Tim & Esther Neufeld 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Bob and Shirley Cropsey 
TO LIVE IS CHRIST . . . TO DIE IS GAIN,     

a special tribute to Todd DeKryger, PA-C  

 

“According to my earnest expectation and my hope . . . that with all boldness, as always, 

so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to 

me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  Apostle Paul, Phil 1:20-21  

  



Todd’s life was similar to the Apostle Paul’s in a number of ways. Sensing a void in his life 

despite being a very successful physician’s assistant, early in his professional career he 

encountered Christ personally, which dramatically changed his life.  He now began to live 

passionately for Christ as he grew in his faith.  God brought Jennifer Benefiel from 

Kalamazoo, MI into his life who he pursued all the way to Japan where she was serving as 

short-term missionary.  However, there was one requirement for this life long partnership 

to happen; he had to be willing to become a missionary. He gladly consented but he did 

not really having a clue as to what God had in mind for them.  A few years later on their 

first missionary journey to Togo, God opened their eyes to a new opportunity to take the 

gospel to an unreached city in the far north of Togo.  God planted a seed deep in their 

hearts that led them to open a modern, pioneer hospital in the far north of Togo in the city 

of Mango.  They were part of a dedicated, young team that brought hope and light of the 

gospel, along with modern healthcare to a region of a million people and a city of 40,000 

who would enthusiastically receive them.In living, 

 

Todd and Jennifer believed Paul’s 

admonition “ And whatever you do, do it heartily, 

as to the Lord”,  Todd was motivated, along with 

many other volunteers, in transforming a hospital 

blueprint on piece of paper and 65 acres of 

parched earth into a beautiful center of 

compassionate care.  From helping in the design 

and then the physical construction of the Hospital 

of Hope, Todd also helped train some of 

the people he recruited to come and serve with 

them. The Inauguration of the Hospital of Hope 

was one of those surreal days orchestrated by 

God’s goodness and blessing on Feb 26, 

2015.  The President of Togo assisted Todd cutting the ribbon after number of speeches 

in front of a crowd of 7000+.  After a tour of the hospital in which he was most impressed, 

the President announced that this would become the referral hospital of northern 

Togo!Col. 3:23 

 

Over the years, Todd became one of my best friends and one of those amazing people 



who lived his life in high gear with passion and enthusiasm for His Lord. He spent his early 

years at the Karolyn Kempton Memorial Christian Hospital in southern Togo learning 

everything he could about surgery, the African culture and how to reach people 

for Christ.  Todd loved the way medicine and surgery opened doors into patient's lives that 

would never have heard the Good News otherwise.   

 

From day one, the hospital has been a beehive of activity as thousands people of this 

region began checking out this amazing place that could help restore their health and 

more.  Todd led the surgery team seeing patients in the clinic, making rounds, operating 

on them, and seeing grateful patients as they recovered on the ward under the great care 

of the nursing team.  While visiting patients, we asked about their impression about Isa 

(Jesus) that they were hearing about for the first time.  As we left each patient, we prayed 

for them and were grateful for our team who would follow after us to continue those 

conversations.  No wonder a patient’s family member remarked, “What’s all this praying 

about here in this hospital?” When asked what he thought of it he replied, “it’s a 

good thing!” 

     

“For the love of Christ compels us . . .and He died for all, that those who live should live no 

longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.” II Cor 5: 14, 

15   Todd and the entire team made it their goal to be Christ’s ambassador’s to their 

patients and family members every day.      

   

Todd believed Jesus’ words, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and 

whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” Matthew 16:24 

  

When Todd fell critically ill in late February, many of us around the world began fervently 

praying for him as James encouraged us “ The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous 

man avais much."  James 5:16   And how we prayed for Todd!  And did God answer our 

prayers?  He certainly did, but in very different way than expected! 

 

Is 55:  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

Lord.   For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  So shall my word be that goes forth out of my 



mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it 

shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. Is 55:8,9,11 

  

Jennifer, wrote some gripping, moving words that none of us will ever forget from a 

German hospital just a few hours after a long medevac flight from Togo, 

  

Today, Jesus called Todd home from the work he was doing planting and harvesting in 

Togo. In the mystery of His will, God chose this day to reward Todd with the unequaled joy 

of heaven. This is the promise of God that we as believers cling to through tears and 

pain.  Todd poured out his life as an offering to God in Togo. I know that Todd would 

similarly encourage us who remain here for a little while longer to also be faithful in our 

service to our King (Philippians 2:17). . .  Pray that our Father in heaven would send more 

workers like Todd to the beautiful fields of Togo where the harvest is so great! 

  

EXACTLY one year later after inaugurating the Hospital of Hope, on Feb 26, 2016,  God 

opened the door of Heaven and welcomed Todd home for a real rest!   But our hearts 

were broken and we were numb with disbelief that Todd was really gone.  Deep inside we 

knew God must be up to something much bigger that we could imagine and one day we 

will understand better.   

  

Several of us flew to attend Todd’s funeral in Togo as well as help care for his patients. As 

I changed into my surgical scrubs the first time, I remember staring at Todd’s empty scrub 

shoes on the floor and wondered, “who will God bring to help fill those empty 

shoes?  Within a few days, God already had called Dr. Craig Kline, and Dr. Dave Clutts to 

come and fill the gaps left open with Todd's departure.  Shirley and I were delighted to see 

God touching the hearts of other young surgeons who had worked with Todd in the past 

and they were now attending the same conference with us in Greece a month ago.  God 

makes no mistakes!  He is definitely at work looking for those willing to say, “Here am I, 

send me.”   From June into 2017, there are many more gaps to fill for those who willing to 

answer His call.  

  

Between 10 and 40 degrees latitude stretching across Africa, Middle East, and Asia are 

2/3 of the worlds population, most without any access to the Good News.  ABWE has six 

medical works in this very difficult part of the world, all needing more healthcare 



torchbearers to carry the Good News there. “Frontier missions does what Paul aimed to 

do:  Plant the church where there is now no possibility (of  the gospel being heard.)   God 

often wakens desire, and gives gifts, and opens doors when we are praying and 

pondering real possibilities and real needs.” –J. Piper  He continues, “If you want to be the 

most fully satisfied with God as he triumphs in the history of redemption, you can’t go on 

with business as usual -  doing your work, making your money, giving your tithes, eating, 

sleeping, playing, and going to church. Instead, you need to stop and go away for a few 

days with a Bible and notepad; and pray and think about how your particular time and 

place in life fits into the great purpose of God to make the nations glad in Him.   

  

“Perhaps the Hound of Heaven is pursing some of you.  Perhaps He wants to make you 

far happier in some dangerous and dirty work  . . . to see that Christ be glorified as 

perishing people become eternally satisfied in Him. – J. Piper 

  

TO LIVE IS CHRIST, TO DIE IS GAIN!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Bob and Shirley Cropsey 

ABWE Healthcare Mobilization 

5983 Munger Rd, Ypsilanti, MI 48197  

Mobile: 734-730-6812 

  

Praises and Prayer Prompters: 



 

Jennifer and the boys are 

experiencing God’s all sufficient grace during 

these days of major transition in their lives.  Todd 

was buried at the Hospital of Hope to remind 

everyone of the DeKryger’s love for the people of 

Togo. They plan to leave the USA the end of May 

to resume their ministry at the Hospital of 

Hope.  Upon arrival, they have been invited by 

the President of Togo to come and receive Togo highest Medal of Honor to a civilian for 

their extraordinary service to the people of Togo. Continue to pray for them as they re-

establish themselves in ministry with so many remembrances of Todd at every turn.   

 

Hospital of Hope:  Mango 

  

  

  

 

 


