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It hit me like a proverbial lead hammer. Not that it was a 
new idea. My heart has been dealing with this subject 
from various perspectives for months. But to see the 
words rolled out so bluntly, so personally, I was instantly 
sobered. I was reading John Piper's A Godward Life when 
he struck me with "Where will you pour yourself out in the 
few years you have before you give an account to the 
righteous Judge of all the earth?" Meditate with me on 
that in light of Mark 8:34-37, Heb. 9:27 and 2 Tim. 4:6-8.  
How will you answer that question? 
 
What an encouraging “home assignment” the last 3 ½ months have been!  After spending Christmas in Florida with 
the family and all 6 grandchildren, Virginia and I had whirlwind trips through Washington, Arizona, and California. 
We were encouraged by our supporters, friends and family! We felt loved and welcomed everywhere we visited. 
How blessed we are by faithful prayer warriors and partners in the gospel! We connected with all but one of our 
supporting churches and even introduced 7 Rivers Outreach to several new churches. Now 18 more days in Florida, 
then back to South Africa on the 11th of April. By God’s grace and your giving, we are once again at 100% support! 
 
Highlights of our travels included attending the annual Shepherds Conference at Grace Community Church & the 
Master’s Seminary in LA. All five members of our 7 Rivers Outreach team (Kelly Smith, Dan Willoughby, Scott Kemp, 
Chris Mnguni and I) attended, along with Des Venter and Mike Blalckstock, our senior and associate pastors at Grace 
Baptist Amanzimtoti. What a blessing to sit with 4,500 other men (mostly pastors and missionaries) under dynamic 
preaching centered on the person & work of Christ our LORD. Another highpoint was taking my pastoral partners, 
Des and Mike, on their first trips to Sedona, AZ and the Grand Canyon. Then Pastor Des and I drove from coast to 
coast, from Los Angeles to Jupiter, Florida visiting family & supporters. Meanwhile, Virginia was with grandchildren! 
 
Prayer items:  1) 7 Rivers Outreach as we seek funding for Chris Mnguni to join us as a Zulu church planter. 
2) April 18-22 as ABWE’s director of projects comes to analyze property development of the 7 Rivers Farm. 
3) May 29 – June 4 as representatives from Grace Bible Church, Dallas City, Illinois arrive to plan building projects. 
4) the resurrection services over the Easter weekend at Entabeni Church in Olwasini.   
5) the discipleship of Mthoko (full name is Mthokozisi Mbutho), our first pastoral student from Olwasini. 
  
I’ve just finished reading David Livingstone: The Truth Behind the Legend by Rob Mackenzie. Livingstone was the 
first European to explore and take the gospel to the interior of southern Africa. This was a fascinating book to start, 
but a difficult book to finish – not for a lack of interest, but the content was hard to bear. One must persevere 
alongside the missionary through constant difficulties and disappointments. His story renders my hardships in life 
miniscule and I am shamed juxtaposed with Livingstone’s character and faith. One is forced to ask deeply probing 
questions about the sovereignty of God and one’s own convictions. Completing the book drives home a personal 
message to the reader. It paints the real picture of Africa in the mid-1800s. I challenge you to read it. 
 
With genuine thanksgiving for your support to ABWE that allows us to serve in South Africa, 

  

 - David & Virginia   

An article published this month states that KwaZulu Natal, our province, is the third 
most violent in South Africa with 11 murders per day. That is 2 times the murder rate 
of Chicago and 6.6 times the average rate in the United States.  Thanks for praying! 
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