
Polly’s Progress…………………………………………………………………..  November 2017 

“We urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak,  

be patient with them all.  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  1 Thessalonians 5:14, 16-18. 

 

            I stopped at the reduced produce rack and found bags of bananas, apples, tangerines and a 

cantaloupe for $1 each.  It was Family Resource food distribution day and I was glad for things 

to add to the orders I was taking to some of the women I work with.  I knew the kids would love 

the fresh fruit.  The checkout lady smiled at my stack of reduced produce and commented, 

“Good buys.”  I told her what I was doing with them.  She smiled, pulled some change out of her 

pocket, put it in the register and handed me a decorated shopping bag saying, “You can carry 

them better in this.”  I thanked her saying the Lord had given me much and I loved sharing 

it.  It’s a little step toward relationship with a woman I see often at the checkout.  Matthew 5:16 

works.  People observe what we do and it opens doors to share Christ.  Pray for neighborhood 

contacts. 

            I love ministry, even when it is messy – cleaning up after my 1st and 2nd graders, 

changing diapers in the nursery, scrubbing sticky pans after church dinners or spending hours 

pulling thistles and weeds out of the church flower beds and playground.  Yes, ministry can be 

messy, but who cares, when the Lord is right there doing it with you? What a joy to see things all 

cleaned up or receive an e-mail from a parent saying, “My little girl loves your class.  She likes 

coming to church again.”  Pray for the kids I teach and ministries around the church. 

            Ministry can be messy in other ways as well.  The effects of low income, anger, abuse, 

alcohol, drugs, and poor choices, do not present pretty pictures.  Many people struggle in ways 

most of us know nothing about.  Bad thinking patterns are passed from generation to 

generation.  Even for believers it is not easy to wipe out lifelong habits and hold a family 

together when dad is incarcerated, intoxicated, under retraining orders, or murdered.  Rent and 

utility bills have to be paid, children fed, clothed and educated while learning to manage without 

continual outside help.  Pray for wisdom and patience.  Sometimes I get disgusted and angry 

with the messiness of it all, but God always brings joy.  Someone says with a hug, “Thanks for 

always being there,”  and I remember I am just reflecting Christ who is always there for me, no 

matter what.  Pray for these women that they will think biblically and have courage to do what is 

right. 

            A number of unsaved people have been coming to church functions.  Some have recently 

accepted the Lord, others are asking questions. A teen whose life I was involved with years ago, 

just stepped out in baptism and following the Lord.  That’s what it is all about. Pray for special 

outreach programs we will be having over the holidays. 

            Ministry is messy in the Central African Republic too.  Excerpts from recent letters: #The 

Chadian Seleka burned many thatched homes in Bria (central area) right across from our station 

and Center One church. Hundreds took refuge in the church building. The Seleka came in and 

shot dozens, then ransacked Pastor Olfete's house and many other houses. # Hundreds of 

refugees are living on our station in Bangassou (east). Many tried to hide in their garden areas, 

but it is rainy season, and the rains, poison caterpillars and other bugs made that impossible.  The 

empty missionary houses have been opened to pastors and their families. Markets are closed and 

it is difficult for people to get food.   #The entire city of Zemio was burnt down (far east).  # 

Batangafou (northern area) and Bokaranga (south west) had severe fighting.  #There is trouble in 



Bangui close to where many of our workers live. Our house girl told some horrific stories this 

morning of the slaughter of people.  Many have been hurt or killed.  Please pray. 

            Ministry is messy because the world is a mess.  That’s why we minster.  We can't change 

it all, but we can introduce people to the One who can.  I am rewriting Living in a Trash Can, 

and some other things.  A new women’s Bible study is almost finished.  You can get copies by 

sending me an e-mail and requesting them. 

 

Giving thanks for all God has given me -  including you, 

Polly 

 


