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From the Minecraft shooting gallery to the apple pie making station, Tree of Life Center was packed to the 

gills with people having a great time on November 12.  I was so busy I didn’t have time to count how many 

families and kids came and went, but this Harvest Festival was certainly the most people we have hosted 

at any one time.   

The highlight of the night for me was watching a little boy 

named Honzik who irregularly attends our English classes and 

youth group.  I encouraged him to hit the fishing booth first, as 

there he would get a bag with which to collect the rest of his 

prizes that night.  Like 59 others we had prepared, this bag 

came filled with gospel materials and a Bible in addition to some 

candies.  

After hoisting his bag 

“out of the sea” he immediately retreated to a vacant nook to 

sort out his new loot.  He excitedly plunged his hand into the 

bag and pulled out for closer inspection not the Snickers bar or 

Mentos…but the Bible.  He immediately stripped away the 

shrink wrap and began caressing the orange bonded-leather 

cover and flipping through the pages.  He sat there rapt for 

several minutes just examining its contents.   
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I also had some great conversations around the firepit in the 

courtyard as we roasted marshmallows for S’mores.  One of the 

men whom I spoke with returned the next day just to find out the 

next time we would be having an event like this.  He wanted to 

make sure his family had it on the calendar so they wouldn’t 

miss it!  This man is a more recent neighbor.  His boys attend 

kindergarten with our youngest ones, and have been attending 

our English and Bible lessons for kids.  A few weeks ago we 

attended a birthday party together for a mutual friend.  He freely 

admitted to being an atheist, but said, “You are lucky that you 

believe.  You don’t fear death.”  It was an honest statement, and 

we are praying that we can have some more conversations 

about important things with this neighbor in the future. 
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