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As I briefly reflect on 2016(I emphasize ‘briefly’ because there are few things 

that afford me more than a fleeting moment of reflection these days), we have 

much to be thankful for.  Here are some of the highlights, first personal and then 

ministry-related, that came to mind as I write this: 

Personally, we had the greatest joy of baptizing 3 of our own kids as well as 

several new church members.  Additionally, Gavin placed his own faith in Jesus, and demonstrates a 

tender heart toward the things of God.  

We could not be prouder of our children’s acquisition of the Czech language. 

This represents so many years of hard work and social challenges.  It’s such a 

strangely fulfilling feeling to hear all of our children chattering away with each 

other in Czech.  Erica has gradually been shifting into the role of translator on 

various occasions at youth group and church.  

Educating our kids has not been a task to take for granted this year.  Since the Fall, Erica and Claire have 

been commuting to Prague to attend the Christian International School of Prague.  This has presented a 

wealth of new challenges both academic and logistical.  However, they have been troopers and we’re glad 

to see that they are managing “American education” well considering the abrupt transition. This even 

required Erica skipping ahead 2 grades! 

Last September we gathered with dozens of other missionaries in our Central 

and Eastern Europe and Mediterranean regions for a time of encouragement, 

training, and fellowship.  Our kids were especially blessed during this time, and 

we long for future times of fellowship with these co-laborers. 
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Ministry has been as busy as ever, and we are constantly seeking for 

opportunities to refresh our own spirits in the midst of service.  After launching 

the Sunday School program at our local church last year, we have been 

encouraged to see the church catch the vision for this ministry, and we now 

have several other families who are sharing in the Sunday School teaching each 

week.  One large family joined the church this year and cited that it was specifically because of our 

Sunday School program that they joined our church!  We have also been meeting with the leadership of 

our local church and leading them through the strategic planning process.  This is a vital step in helping 

our church grow from a maintaining church to a growing church who can plant churches of their own.  The 

congregation seems very eager to receive renewed vision and direction for the coming years. 

Ministries at Tree of Life Center have kept us more occupied than would be 

advised, but it is fruitful ministry.  Last Spring the youth group was averaging 

nearly 20 students each week.  We also began ministering to kindergarten aged 

children with a Saturday morning English and Bible lesson, which has been the 

best attended class of the last semester! This class is particularly encouraging 

because often the parents stay and hear the Bible messages as well. 

In addition to all of the weekly classes, seasonal events and camps continue to 

be an effective outreach.  We had 30 campers for our ‘Game On’ English camp 

over the summer. We were also able to preach and teach at several other 

camps throughout the year including Word of Life and at our local church.  Our 

Easter and Harvest events were once again favorite activities for our 

village.  Through these two events alone we were able to communicate the gospel to many and give away 

nearly 60 Czech Bibles. 

Of special encouragement were my evenings spent with Karel.  Karel is recent 

believer (1year+), whom I’ve had the opportunity to meet with and disciple.  We 

continue to pray together for the salvation of the rest of his family, and his 

daughter frequently attends our youth events at the center. 

Since last Fall, we’ve transitioned into the role of 

Team Leader for ABWE Czech Republic.  This was not a role we were seeking, 

but we pray that God can use our experience and heart for the Czech nation to 

encourage both present and future teammates.  Last Summer marked 10 years 

of missionary service for our family.  It’s hard to believe we’ve been doing this 
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for a decade, and we trust that God is graciously continuing to shape and grow us into more useful 

servants. 

Last, but certainly not least, we had Sarah Yoder with us for 5 months.  It was 

our first time hosting an extended short-term teammate for such a length of 

time, and her ministry to and with us was indispensable.  We look forward to 

welcoming future short-term ministry interns as Sarah helped us prepare and 

pave the way in this process. 

As we've reflected on our own goals and plans for the year 2017, one thing is 

certain.  Prayer is the foundation from which this ministry must flow.  Before we 

can do what needs be done, we must be who we were made to be; Spirit-filled 

children of God who are depending on His resources, renewal, and revision daily.  Furthermore, we truly 

believe that God intends for Czechs to repent, believe, and become co-laborers in the gospel 

ministry.  God's arm is not short! He will use us to accomplish His purposes as we prostrate our hearts and 

lives before Him, whether in Czech Republic or any other locale.  Please join us in this commitment to 

prayer, and keep us updated with what the Lord is doing in and through your lives as well! 
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