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The Pew Research Center recently released findings in regards to religious belief among 18 central and 

eastern European nations.  Not surprising to us, it found that the Czech Republic was drastically different 

from all of the countries around it, being distinctly atheistic and non-religious in almost every measurable 

way.  For example only 29% of Czechs affirmed some form of belief in God.  This stands in stark contrast 

to the median of 86% in the region.  I would encourage you to read the findings for yourself 

linked HERE.  Of particular note to us, 79% of Czech parents are raising their children unaffiliated, 

ensuring that generations of atheism and agnosticism will follow.  While these statistics only confirm the 

reality of what we experience in ministry here, they do stand in contrast to the prevailing norms of 

neighboring nations.  It is an ongoing and debatable mystery as to why Czechs are so distinctly anti-

religious. 

In early June Cari was diagnosed with Lyme’s disease.  She 

had been experiencing extreme bouts of fatigue and various 

debilitating physical pains which prompted us to see a 

doctor.  We think we caught the Lyme’s early enough that the 

antibiotic treatment should be effective.  In the meantime, life 

has had to slow way down for us…well, as much as it ever 

could slow down.  Cari soldiers on through it all with little 

complaint, but we certainly aren’t able to accomplish all that we 

are accustomed to, nor as quickly. 

While Cari has completed her recommended course of 

antibiotics, it is apparent that the healing process is a slow 

one.  Lyme’s disease is mysteriously infectious, and it can take 

months and even years for the body to recover from its effects 

even when treated successfully.  This physical healing process 

is very much like our spiritual ministry process.  The progress is 

slow, but ever improving.  It’s a mystery what is going on behind 

the scenes of people’s hearts and minds, and the spiritual 

battles that are being waged, yet we know that as we take the 

long view, the progress is decidedly forward.  We thank God for the few precious souls who have been 

saved; for the neighbors who once thought us odd foreigners and avoided us, now entrusting their children 

to us and coming to hear the Bible taught; for our church who were skeptical and guarded toward 

missionaries, now appreciating the perspectives we bring and pleading with us to assume more 
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leadership; and for the parents who are drawing nearer to a relationship to God through their children’s 

influence.   

If anything, these aforementioned statistical findings reconfirm 

our commitment to reach younger.  To raise up a generation of 

God-loving, Truth-seeking, courageous men and women who 

will cut at the bitter root of unbelief which has so firmly 

established itself.  Please be in prayer with us as we come upon 

our camp season.  Our children’s camps will run July 24 through 

August 4.  These two weeks will be among the most fruitful 

ministry we do all year.  As such, they will be the most opposed 

by our enemy. Pray for our own longsuffering and fortitude as 

we go into the most heated battle of the year already 

limping.  We will be dependent on God’s grace more than ever 

before, and we trust that it is precisely here that God can meet 

us, not for our own sake, but for His own glory. 

Please do also pray for Cari’s ongoing recovery from 

Lyme’s.  While we trust that God is working this trial for good and increases our reliance on Him, it is not a 

trial in which we wish to dwell, nor is it sustainable long-term for our family.  

Pray for our ministry interns: Hannah and Zach, as well as Sarah who we are so excited is returning to 

help with camps this year.     

Pray for all of our preparations for camp, and in particular my chapel messages, that the gospel would be 

clearly communicated in an engaging and compelling manner. 
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