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Wendel Watch 

The Wendel Family, Church-Planters in the Czech Republic  

  
  

  

 

We adults were enjoying some uninterrupted conversation as all of our children happily recreated in the 

large indoor playground to celebrate Zuzka’s and Evicka’s birthdays.  We enjoyed hearing about our 

neighbors’ new jobs and family updates, plans for the summer, and we shared our upcoming events at the 

ministry center.  

Gavin burst into the room with tears streaming down his face and cradling his arm.  “Those boys jumped 

on it! They jumped on my arm and broke it!” As we tried our best to unravel and comprehend the source 

and gravity of his injury, he continued his lamentations: “I knew we shouldn’t have come here.  I knew we 

shouldn’t go to a play place.  We shouldn’t do something new!”  We gradually soothed our son, and as 

graciously as possible made our exit.  All the way home he repeated his vow to never again be tricked into 

playing in one of these playgrounds. 
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A couple of visits to doctors and an x-ray revealed that his arm 

was indeed broken.  Not severely, but broken 

nonetheless.  He’s enjoying his pseudo-break from schoolwork 

as the doctor ordered that he be excused from writing anything 

and PE for the next 3 weeks.  

Concerned with his initial reaction to the situation and his 

commitment to “never try anything new again”, we’ve discussed 

with Gavin the importance of trying new things and being open 

to new experiences.  Accidents and injuries indeed happen in all 

situations, not just new ones.  He seemed to be mollified by the 

larger perspective, albeit cautiously. 

More and more it 

seems in our ministry 

we are working with people who are operating in such a similar 

vein as Gavin after his injury.  Particularly within the church, but 

even without, an entire culture of people who were stifled and 

oppressed for generations by a system proclaiming prosperity, 

are exceedingly cautious and resistant to any change that promises something better.  The safest option is 

always that which one has experience with, whether it is effective or beneficial or not. For generations 

Christians have operated only on the fringes of Czech society, marginalized and shamed by the dominant 

atheistic narrative, and driven to the refuge of their churches.  As missionaries attempting to come 

alongside and encourage the church with striving toward growth, boldness, and a wider perspective, it can 

be a painstakingly slow process.  It seems we spend more time slaying the imaginary dragons than real 

ones.  Yet, this is the true ministry.  Encouraging and exhorting and equipping God’s people, his hands 

and feet in the world, to walk worthy of their calling, wherever that may lead…even into the dragon’s 

lair.  Which is indeed where the church finds itself in this bastion of unbelief.  

Would you come alongside of us, and pray for your precious Czech brothers and sisters to both humbly 

and boldly proclaim and live the gospel of Christ in this exceedingly difficult context?  That the church 

would not only be a shelter for the believers, but a shining light?  

This Sunday our church in Ceske Budejovice will be reviewing and voting on the vision and strategic plan 

which we’ve been working on for the last several months.  This plan represents a lifeline and clear path 

 

 

http://www.wendel.abwe.org/image/original/304112.jpg


toward spiritual health and vitality for a struggling church.  As such, all of us in leadership have sensed the 

intensified opposition of the Evil One.  Pray with us for this church. 

  
  

 


