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Dear Eastgate Bible Fellowship, 

  

"Praise God, everything is terrible!" 

 

That's how one church leader from the Separatist controlled area of 

Eastern Ukraine began as he described the difficulties of living in a 

war zone, the pressure from the government, and economical 

hardships connected with the conflict. 

 

The situation may be difficult but last week as we met with about a 

dozen church leaders who minister in the conflict zone they also 

shared with us some amazing stories of how God is using these 

hardships to bring people to Himself. In the video below I share one of 

those stories. 

http://mailchi.mp/sukofamily/resurrection-report-993241?e=8575c1c0d5
http://sukofamily.org/


 

 

Learn how you can help churches in Eastern Ukraine 

 

When the war started people would often ask, "Why is this 

happening?" Now the predominant question is "When will this war 

end?" One church leader shared with us:  

“Unfortunately the war in our region continues, this summer will be four 

years since it started. Four years of explosions, destruction, suffering, 

and death. But also four years of fervent prayer, supernatural 

protection, help and comfort from the Lord.    

We are very tired of this war, we just want peace. We are fervently and 

unceasingly praying to the Lord for this. Pray also for us, this is the 

most you can do for us and it is our greatest need.” 

New laws in Eastern Ukraine are now increasing pressure on the 

churches. I could sense an apprehension amongst the group as they 

talked about how the Separatist government is demanding their 

http://www.abwe.org/work/projects/ukraine-crisis-fund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPIE56K0FZQ


churches to register and to submit their statements of faith to the 

government for approval.  

 

If you'd like to learn more about how these new laws are threatening 

the freedom of religion and churches in Eastern Ukraine, I have written 

and article that details what these new laws are and how they will 

affect churches. 

 

*Please pray for churches and church leaders in Eastern Ukraine! 

   

Religious Groups Outlawed in 

Unrecognized Republics of 

Eastern Ukraine 
 

 

Earlier this month we had an amazing gospel opportunity to share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ with about 100 female soldiers in Ukraines 

28th battalion. The army base organized a big event for these soldiers 

and invited our outreach team to be part of it.  

https://sukofamily.org/religious-groups-outlawed-in-unrecognized-republics-of-eastern-ukraine/
https://sukofamily.org/religious-groups-outlawed-in-unrecognized-republics-of-eastern-ukraine/
https://sukofamily.org/religious-groups-outlawed-in-unrecognized-republics-of-eastern-ukraine/


 

The festivities included a lot of dances, awards for military service, and 

some alcohol. For a moment I thought, "What am I doing here?" Some 

of the activities didn't seem very Christian, but then I realized, "If we 

don't share the gospel with them, then who will?" We were exactly 

where God wanted us, he had given us a unique opportunity to 

communicate the gospel in a context that was completely outside of 

the four walls of our church. 

 

Thankfully, the organizers put us on near the end of the program. The 

first thing I did when I got up to speak was to apologize to the women 

for the way in which men have often sexualized their roles in films, tv, 

and other media. That apology caught their attention. I turned to God's 

Word and showed them how the Bible gives value to women and how 

it emphasizes the importance of women who have faith in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

While some looked away with no interest I could clearly see a handful 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnPofi11wZY


 

of women listening to every word I said. 

 

*Please pray for the women soldiers of Ukraines 28th mechanized 

brigade. Pray that the gospel message we preached would take 

root in their hearts.  

 

 

Next week I'll be traveling up to Irpene, Ukraine where we will be 

training a handpicked group of church leaders on how to teach a 

seminar on missions. We are planning to teach this seminar in 

churches throughout Ukraine giving them an introduction to the idea of 

missions and spurring them on to be active in God's great mission 

plan! 

 

*Pray for us as we travel and train this group of teachers.  

Serving our Savior together! 

Caleb and Christina 
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