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We have to distrust each other. It’s our only defense 
against betrayal. -Tennessee Williams 

Having been betrayed and abused and subjugated by every 

government over the past 400 hundred years(during the reign of the 

Austro-Hungarian empire, Czech language itself was forbidden to be 

spoken for over 160 years), suffering major betrayals from Western 

Europe and America pre and post WWII, combined with the horrors 

and corrosive effects of communism on the family and society for the 

latter half of the 20th century, it’s not hard to understand why, in 

general, Czechs are an untrusting people.  

It’s relatively easy to understand and talk about mistrust.  Yet, it’s 

another thing altogether to see mistrust woven into the fabric of a culture and how it 

permeates the daily operation of individuals and a society.  For example, polling suggests 

that nearly 50% of married Czechs keep a secret bank account which their spouse does not 

know about.  2017 surveys indicate that Czechs have the most tolerant attitudes in the entire 

world toward marital infidelity, and not surprisingly among the highest divorce rates.  

A Czech proverb originating during Soviet rule says, “Who does not steal at work, robs from 

his family.”  You can imagine the trust that is inherently absent in employer/employee 

relationships.  I talked to one woman recently who works a 'white-collar' office job, and she 

said that her employer inventories her desk at the end of every shift.  Anecdotes could fill 

volumes in this regard. In short, the resulting atmosphere is one of extreme reservation, 

protectionism, and skepticism.  

Interesting to note however, is who or what Czechs do and don’t trust.  
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The above image represents percentage of respondents who responded affirmatively when 

asked whether they trusted a given institution or sector.  Somewhat surprisingly, the army 

and police have the highest level of trust in the current climate. Where do churches rank on 

this list? Dead last, represented by the word "Cirkve".  Second to last place behind churches 

are non-profit organizations.  It might also be noted that in the 6 month window between the 

surveys, every other sector reported marked improvement in gaining public trust, while 

churches remained more or less static. 

As you might imagine, this is a significant barrier in communicating the gospel to Czech 

friends and neighbors.  To affiliate with church, immediately pigeon-holes us into an 

untrustworthy category.  However, attempting to explain the gospel untethered from 

Catholicism, the only Christianity they know, nearly always results in the misperception that 

you are a member of a cult, and thus...also untrustworthy. 

  

What loneliness is more lonely than distrust? -George Eliot 

All of this distrust, in the end, results in a keen and palpable loneliness.  While this distrust 

certainly poses a challenge for the clear communication of the gospel, it also highlights the 

importance of truly and authentically living the gospel and creating community around our 

neighbors which demonstrates the love of Christ. 

  

Prayer Points Day #3 

Pray that the body of Christ in the Czech Republic would be light, shining undeniably with 

goodness, integrity, and clarity. Pray for evangelistic efforts of local churches and believers, 

that God would give wisdom and enablement to communicate the gospel relevantly to the 

communities around them through both word and deed. Pray that the love of the Father, 

would be made manifest through His people, breaking down barriers of distrust. 
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