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Perhaps they see the silliness of their parents’ faith in esoteric mysticism, or it would 

be hard for them to miss the hypocrisy and corruption of the Roman church. Maybe 

they resent absolute truth claims, or maybe they just haven’t heard anything that 

compels them. Whatever the case, the youth of the Czech Republic are the least 

religious generation in Europe today. 
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According to recent research by Saint Mary’s University, Twickenham, among 16-29 

year olds, Czechs are the least religious in Europe, with 91% reporting no religious 

affiliation. 

It might be helpful to know that Czechs have a particular kind of shame culture.  One 

in which anyone who is different, or ‘skinning the cat’ in an alternative way is fair 

game for harsh critique, and the smallest break from tradition is met with public 

rebuke.  Unfortunately, what is normative and traditional in this very homogeneous 

environment is agnosticism and rejection of religious truth claims. To therefore place 



one’s faith in Christ for example, is not only a step of faith, but an invitation to be 

judged and publicly criticized by one’s peers.  Is it any wonder that Christians struggle 

to live out their faith in public? 

I find that it often helps me in prayer and meditation to create scenes or word pictures 

of a given situation.  Among Czech youth I imagine thousands of little sail boats 

casting about on the ocean, each one seeking somewhere to throw anchor and find 

safety.  But where? There are endless options for where one might give it a go. In the 

midst of this drifting flotilla, who has the guts to give something a try? In short, no one, 

because any who tries will be derided and called foolish by the rest, notwithstanding 

that they have no better ideas of their own.  For young people, it is better to take the 

knocks in the storms of life than be made a public fool by tethering to something that 

might be a lie masquerading as truth. At least everyone is lost together.  Amidst the 

vast uncertainty that postmodernism has wrought, it feels less dangerous to be adrift 

within the group.  

This perspective can be a challenge to overcome as we seek to present the gospel 

that leads to repentance and salvation. However, it is also a challenge that the church 

should be fully equipped to overcome.  What stronger and more encouraging 

community can be found, which anchor more secure, than that which is the body of 

Christ? 

Prayer Focus Day #4 

Continue to pray that local churches would become healthy communities with a desire 

to reach so many lost and adrift souls around them, and incorporate them into the 

family of God.  Pray that God would give Czech Christians courage to speak publicly 

and be unashamed of their faith in Christ.  Pray for special grace and encouragement 

for young Christians, who are often shamed and ridiculed by both their teachers and 

classmates in school. 
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