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The Belgian draft horse is one of the biggest and strongest horses in the 

world.  Pulling competitions are held with these horses, and on average, one Belgian 

draft horse can pull about 8,000 pounds.  If you harness 2 Belgian draft horses 

together, how much do you think they would pull? 16,000 pounds of course! But 

wait, that is incorrect. Interestingly 2 Belgian draft horses harnessed together can 

pull 20,000 to 24,000 pounds! If these 2 horses are accustomed to working 
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together, over time they can pull upwards of 32,000 pounds.  That’s 2 horses doing 

the work of 4!  

The principle illustrated here is called synergy.  It 

represents the combined power of a group of 

things when they are working together, being 

greater than the total power achieved by each 

working separately.  There is tremendous wisdom 

in this.  It is, in point of fact, what God’s Word has 

been telling us for a long time.  It is illustrated in 

‘the body’ of Christ, His church.  Any one member off working alone is only partially 

effectual.  Only as part of the whole does it not only find its true purpose, but 

drastically improves the whole as well.  

For the last 5 years we’ve been ministering to our 

community through Tree of Life Center.  It’s been 

a great platform for ministry, as we’ve been able 

to share the gospel with hundreds of people, and 

some have even decided to place their faith in 

Christ after hearing the gospel here.  Praise be to 

God! We love the people we serve, and we have a 

good reputation among them.  In draft horse 

terms, we’ve been working hard, and we’ve been good draft horses.  But, we’ve also 

been pulling alone.  

Or if we can switch to a basketball analogy.  Imagine you’re watching an NBA 

basketball game.  Your team decides to only put one player out on the court for the 

entirety of the game.  That player may play hard, and might even score some 

baskets and put on an admirable performance, but everyone knows that it’s only a 

matter of time until he collapses from exhaustion.  

 

 



Several months ago I was blessed to meet with 

Roberto, a Christian brother who offers 

professional and personal coaching.  After sharing 

with him some of the challenges we’ve been 

facing, and the seeming lack of options for how to 

resolve them, he posited to me the 9 dot 

problem.  In the 9 dot problem, you are tasked 

with connecting all 9 dots with just four lines, and 

without lifting your pencil from the paper.  For 

most people, it’s nearly impossible to figure out, 

but almost obvious when the solution is revealed.  

In order to connect all of the dots, one has to draw 

outside of the imaginary box that most constrain 

themselves with.  God has a way of drawing 

outside the imaginary lines, and working in 

unexpected ways. As I’ve been meeting with David 

and the leadership at Pochoden (the church plant 

in Prague), it has become incredibly clear…this 

was the missing variable in our equation.  As we’ve 

talked and shared about our respective ministries, 

I find that we are strikingly alike.  We do children’s 

and adult English classes. They do children’s and 

adults English classes. We do Easter egg hunts, Harvest Carnivals, Christmas parties, 

seasonal events and camps.  They do Easter egg hunts, Harvest Carnivals, Christmas 

parties, seasonal events and camps.  We are each striving to demonstrate the love of 

Christ in practical ways that speak to the needs of our neighbors.  Our alignment is 

uncanny.  Each of us are laboring diligently, but struggling to maintain these 

ministries without additional help.  It’s time to harness up these draft horses!  

In order to effectively partner with this church plant, and be at the school ready to 

begin teaching in August, we have a lot of work to do! We’ll be hosting a ministry 

intern and a short-term team this summer as we finish out our ministries here. 

Namely our camp which will run July 23-27.  We’ll then make our official move to 

 

 



Prague to turn the page on this new chapter of ministry in Czech Republic.  We 

would sincerely appreciate your prayers during this time. 

Prayer Focus Day#9 

Pray for our move to Prague this summer and all 

the logistics.  Pray that our summer ministries will 

see fruit and the short-term teams and individuals 

who come will be both blessed and be a blessing 

as they serve with us.  Pray for synergy! That the 

labors of missionaries with Czech pastors and 

churches would be multiplied as we serve together 

in the love of Christ! 
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