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Mount Doom in Mordor, from J.R.R. Tolkien's middle-earth 

I’ve been observing the localized devastation of 

Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano in recent days.  The images 

emerging of the eruption and flows of lava devouring 

forest and piling into the Pacific ocean are both 

terrifying and mesmerizing.  Some of these images 

brought to mind a reference I made in Day #1 of this 

blog series to the scorched lands of Mordor (from the 

Lord of the Rings series).  Mordor represents a land 

that is devastated, fully under the control of Sauron, 

the personification of evil. 
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As we look upon the island chain of Hawaii, we see a 

land that has been shaped by destruction.  Its very 

existence is owed to the violence and devastation of 

volcanic activity.  Yet, out of that destruction and 

violence, a lush and fertile paradise stands today, 

albeit with the occasional volcanic catastrophe. It is 

the ebb and flow of this natural beauty. 

I think upon these historic Czech lands, their vibrance 

and spiritual fertility, conquered by the enemy and 

devastated. Like Mordor, there often seems so little 

hope of bringing life back to this barrenness.  If the 

only information we had were the pictures that have 

emerged out of the recent eruption in Hawaii, we 

would be hard pressed to believe that anything 

beautiful would come from these black, hardened 

tracts of cooled and dried molten earth.  But we know 

something else.  We know that over time, the soil 

produced by such volcanic activity is the richest and most fertile on earth.  We know that 

lush flora will someday overtake the very places that are presently bleak and destroyed. 

This is our vision for these Czech lands as well.  Wouldn’t it be just like our God to have 

planned the course of a glorious revival in the midst of its devastation hundreds of years 

ago?  The Enemy ruthlessly punished this cradle of the reformation, yet perhaps in doing so 

he buried the seeds for the next one.  

Will you dare to look with us through eyes filled with hopes and dreams of God’s glory 

bursting forth in miraculous display? Will you continue to pray with us, not just for these 10 

days, but until God hears and answers our prayers? We will settle for nothing less than His 

goodness, His glory, His lovingkindness proclaimed and rejoiced in across Czech 

Republic.  It sounds like a lot, I know, but if not for this, what are we here for? 

We pray not only for the revival of the Czech people, 

but beyond.  We pray, that as in centuries past, 

Czechs would once again blaze a new missionary trail, 

reaching to every corner of our globe.  Oh how God 

could mightily use some good Czech missionaries! 

What you may not have considered about Czechs, is 

what amazing missionary potential they have!  These 

are a people who are resilient and hardy, educated 

and able.  I’ve often thought that they would make far 

better missionaries than we do, given their ability to 

survive and even grow in the harshest of spiritual 
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conditions.  My dear Czech brothers and sisters are truly like desert flowers, adapting 

themselves to an unforgiving environment, and contrasting the beauty of God’s grace 

against their surroundings.  I have so much respect and admiration for them that I can’t 

help but believe that God can and will do great things with this people.  

Will you join us in reaching, teaching, and empowering this precious Czech nation with the 

gospel of Christ, that the good news can once again overflow these borders? 

Prayer Focus Day #10 

Pray that God would turn ashes into beauty. Pray that 

He would not forsake this people. Pray that He will 

turn the tide of apathy and resignation, and display his 

power and grace with an outpouring of repentance and 

evangelistic zeal among our Czech brothers and 

sisters. Pray that the soil for the gospel seed would be 

enriched and bring forth a great harvest for God’s 

glory.  Pray that in His mercy, He would use you and me to be part of accomplishing this 

vision. 
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