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Dear Eastgate Bible Fellowship, 

Here's a few things you should know about us and what has been 

going on over the past month or so here in Ukraine.  

 

You'd like to go a bit more in depth take a listen to this podcast episode, 

which I just recorded. The first few minutes is a ministry update. 
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This winter we have not only had snow flurries but also there has been 

a flurry of ministry activity! Over the Christmas holidays our church did 
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a special outreach for international students. Representatives from 14 

different countries showed up to learn about what's behind our 

Christmas celebrations. Many of these countries are places where 

Christianity is under persecution. I wish I could write to you more about 

this but for the safety of those involved I can't. Nevertheless, I will tell 

you that this is an amazing opportunity that God has put at the 

doorstep of our church. Please pray for us as we weekly reach out to 

these students from across the globe! 

 

I have been in contact with our partners in the Separatist controlled 

areas of Eastern and the situation for them seems to be getting worse. 

The government has further tightened control on churches. Just this 

month we received information that New Life Church, which was 

seized this past summer has now been turned into government 

facilities for the city. The police tightly control their ability to meet and 

like other churches who have lost their facilities they can no longer 

gather together as one church but must meet in small groups in each 

others homes or apartments.  

 

We are doing what we can to help through our Ukraine Crisis Fund 

 

The new laws in Separatist controlled Eastern Ukraine for registering 

churches has made it impossible for many churches to get official 

registrations. As a result the government has threatened to turn the 

gas off (used for heat in the winter) in churches in February. Please be 

in prayer for these dear brothers and sisters in such difficult 
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circumstances!  

 

I will be traveling to Ukrainian controlled area of Eastern Ukraine next 

month to visit with some of our friends there and to encourage them 

with God's Word. Please pray for safety as I travel and that God would 

help me to be an encouragement to these men and women who are 

serving Jesus under great outside pressure. 

 

On January 9th our friend and coworker here in Odessa, Dr. Miriam 

Wheeler, was rushed to the hospital by ambulance with severe 

difficulty breathing. At the hospital they had to revive her with chest 

compressions. Thankfully, they were able to save her life. 

They discovered she had a large blood clot in her lungs. For the next 

10 days she stayed in the hospital and slowly began to regain her 

strength. We are thankful that she is home now, however, she still has 

a lot of recovery in front of her. Please keep Miriam Wheeler in your 

prayers. 

 

Finally, I want to let you know that I'm planning to be in Los Angeles, 

CA to attend the Shepherds Conference this year from March 5-8. On 

March 10th I will be speaking at Berean Fellowship Baptist Church, if 

you're in the area I'd love to see you! 

 

Blessings!  

Caleb and Christina Suko! 
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One Big Reason Many Christians 

Fail to Grow in Their Faith | 

Season 5 Episode 1 

If you ask a typical Christian what they need to do in order to grow in 

their faith the usual answer is, 

“Study your Bible, pray, and go to Church.” 

That answer doesn’t satisfy me at all! I have seen too many Bible 

reading, prayer saying, Church going Christians who year after year 

increase their Bible knowledge while their faith remains stagnant in a 

swamp of apathy and indifference to the lost world around them. 

 

Subscribe: iTunes Android | Email | RSS 

In order for your faith to grow it must have all the elements necessary 

for growth. Unfortunately, too often our efforts to grow our faith take a 

consumerist approach. We look for the right book, the right preacher, 

the right method of Bible study, or the right church, anything that can 

finally give us that spiritual break-through. Yet, if spiritual growth came 
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by just listening to good sermons and studying your Bible our churches 

would look a lot different today. 

So what element of growth is missing in the lives of many Christians? 

Simply put, they don’t.... read more 
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