
 

The earth trembles. 
  

What was that? 

We want to thank everybody for your interest and prayers. Pretty amazing to get so 

many responses! 

 

We'll just fill you in on what happened and give you an idea of our response. At 

1:14 PM (Central) there was a 7.1 magnitude quake about 35-50 miles from the 

city of Puebla. Tim was at home, Barbara-Lee at the dentist with a drill in her 

mouth (!), and the kids at school (Drew up on the third floor). We were all fine and 

undamaged, as was everybody in the church and our neighborhood, as far as 

we've heard. For whatever reason (geology and soil structure, I suspect) Puebla, 

though closer, seemed to have pulled through better than Mexico City. However, 

the damage to historic buildings has been intense and we know of a fairly new 

high-rise here that suffered structural damage. In the city of Puebla 7 people are 

dead, in the state over 40, and in the region the last count of deaths is at 225. 

 

Barbara-Lee was able to pick up the kids and get home safely, waiting at Drew's 

school to avoid incidents of lawlessness which broke out on the roads. School was 

cancelled today and probably will be for a few days until the civil protection service 

checks out the structural integrity of buildings. We are thankful for God's merciful 

protection and a pretty good level of preparedness here. Only an hour before the 

quake there had been a large-scale drill as is customary here on September 19th, 

the anniversary of a devastating quake in 1985. 

 

Some perspective  

We're also reminded that God is the Lord of the Earth. Psalm 104:31–35 says 

"May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works. He 

looks at the earth, and it trembles; he touches the mountains, and they pour out 

smoke. I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God while I live. 



 

May my meditation be pleasing to him; I will rejoice in the Lord. May sinners vanish 

from the earth and wicked people be no more. My soul, bless the Lord! Hallelujah!" 

We'll leave in the hard part of that "pericope" as your theological conundrum of the 

day! God is indeed worthy of our awe. 

 

 

 

 

So now what? 

Well, even just today, the youth at church went downtown to serve and help. We 

were planning on taking an offering this (our anniversary) Sunday for earthquake 

victims in the neighbor state of Oaxaca which suffered from the 8.1 quake less 

than two weeks ago. We will probably do that still but now we're looking for ways to 

help here in our own city. We don't have any details yet but will be trusting and 

praying for the Lord's guidance moving forward. So we appreciate your prayers in 

that. 

 

A bit of an eye-opener 

Living here one sees that Mexico has resources. Mexico is not a poor country. 

Mexicans can and do help their neighbors in times of need and we're seeing that 

now on social media. Americans are very quick and generous to give in 

emergencies--that's a good thing!--but I would probably say in this case, however, 

unless a specific need comes up, just pray. It's good for Mexico to be strong. It's 

good for Mexican resources to fix Mexico. The worst of the damage is the lives lost 

and no amount of money can replace those. If we do hear of an urgent need we 

can let you know. If you become aware of a need in Mexico, by all means, give! 

But in this situation it's worth pointing out the strength in Mexico. 

 

Finally, what to pray for?  

1. Pray for the immediate well-being and safety for victims and rescuers. 



 

2. Pray for comfort and consolation of the bereaved. 

3. Pray for the government to be effective and act with integrity. 

4. Above all and with all of the above, pray for the Church to be the Church, to 

serve and love and live and preach the Gospel throughout the affected 

areas. 

5. Pray for the Glessners and Pueblo de Esperanza Church specifically that 

we would have the opportunity and strength and wisdom to do that. 

Thanks again! 

Tim & Barbara-Lee  
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