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Greeting once again, 
We have Christmas music on the I-Pad, and the tree is gorgeous.  We put the Christmas lights on 
the house, and our on street it’s looking a lot like Christmas.  We love this time of year. Even the 
weather is cooperating to get us into the mood.  Snow fell last night, and more is forecast 
tonight.  We put on the snow tires, and are ready for winter driving conditions. 
In Mango, they tell us that the Harmattan wind has arrived off the Sahara Desert, with its dusty, 
dry air, and cool night temperatures.  By now the landscape will have changed from green to 
brown, (and black where fields have been burned).  The dust gets tiresome, but everyone 
welcomes the dry, comfortable air. 
Wonderful news from Mango! Mr. Nogbedji finally had his hip surgery in Ghana, and it was 
successful.  As far as we know there was no infection.  He is walking, with the help of a cane, and 
by now he may be back in Mango.  It took two and a half years from the time we scheduled and 
paid for the surgery but I’m sure he is saying it was worth the wait.  He had his accident more 
than 15 years ago, followed by surgery in Bénin, and then in Tsiko.  But his hip continued to 
deteriorate, so this surgery was essential if he was to avoid a wheelchair.  We look forward to 
pictures showing him walking without crutches or canes, and he is going to be the talk of the 
town when that happens.  Once again, we thank all of you who contributed funds to make 
possible his medical care.   
Anna Chubb writes of joy in the face of tragedy.  One of our missionary couples is caring for a 
baby who is HIV positive.  Her birth mother recently returned to the hospital for palliative care 
(pain management), as she prepares to meet the Lord.  She trusted in Jesus during the time she 
first came to the Hospital of Hope, and witnessed to friends she made during her stay.  One of 
her friends is a Kotokoli woman who is dying of breast cancer.  They were overheard talking, and 
she was encouraging her friend with the assurance that they no longer need to fear death, since 
they know Jesus, and will soon be with Him.  Could you face death with the same confidence?   
That is not the end of this story.  As this dear lady was reading scripture, and watching the Jesus 
film, she came under conviction as she learned how Jesus wants us to forgive, and not pay back 
evil for evil.  She called a woman who had wronged her, and against whom she had nursed a 
grudge, and she asked for forgiveness, and then shared with her what Jesus had done to change 
her life. The Hospital of Hope was built and is operated to save lives and bring healing.  But even 
more important, it is there as a platform to tell people about Jesus, and His message of salvation, 
and to help people to receive the gift of eternal life.   
2016 was a very difficult year for our Mango missionary family, as two of our own were called 
home to heaven.  There is still a lot of grief, but we are certain that both of these dear people 
would tell you that they would go again to serve the Lord and to seek the lost.  Each week we 
hear of various ways the Lord is at work through those who are serving the Lord at this outpost 
of grace, in a desperately dark place.  Please continue to uphold God’s servants with your prayers. 
  



 
  
We you have a wonderful Christmas.  We can’t go wrong to remember that “Jesus is the reason 
for the season.”  May God bless you all.  I just wanted to add a picture of the baby girl being cared 
for by our missionary couple in Mango.   
  
Yours in Him, 
Tim & Esther Neufeld 

 


