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41   Today Virginia and I celebrate our 41st wedding anniversary. We met at Christian Heritage College in San 

Diego and were married in Merced, California on this date in 1975. What a blessing this marriage has been to the 
two of us!  And now with four happily married adult children and 6 grandchildren, we are so richly blessed.  It is a 
special joy for us this Christmas as we are in the States and can celebrate with them. 
 

33  We were appointed by ABWE and commissioned by our home church, Tillicum Baptist, Lakewood, WA to 

serve as missionaries in South Africa 33 years ago.  And by God’s grace, we are still with ABWE, still in South Africa 
and still supported by many of our original supporting churches and individuals.  What blessed relationships we have 
maintained with those who have prayed and given and encouraged us over these many years.  As we raised the 
necessary support, we asked the Lord to send us financial partners, and He indeed brought a great team together.  
 

29    Alongside ABWE missionaries Dick and Ruth Gelina, we helped start the Grace Baptist Church of Amanzimtoti 

on Mothers’ Day 1987.  After the Gelinas moved 2 hours north to Richards Bay to start the Calvary Baptist Church, I 
pastored the church for 20 years until it reached autonomy and called its own South African pastor.  A few years 
later, we were asked by the pastor to return as an elder to take up support roles in the church. Since then I have 
overseen a Bible institute in the church, ministered to the senior adults, and led Bible study groups. We have seen 
children born, taught in Sunday School, saved and baptized, married in the church, and now serving in leadership 
roles within the church. We have been blessed beyond any expectation to serve this congregation for 29  years. 
 

 1½   In March of 2015, I took the responsibility to oversee a new ministry of Grace Baptist Amanzimtoti, a 

mission work in a rural Zulu community. 7 Rivers Outreach is a team effort of three different mission boards, and at 
this time, 4 missionary couples.  Our vision is large, the great commission of Christ is clear, the will to take the light 
of the gospel is strong, but the obstacles and difficulties seem huge.  We move forward trusting Christ to build His 
Church. We humbly acknowledge the blessing to be a part of a new work of God in a different culture.   
 

For all of these we are truly thankful!  Hope to see you on this furlough (December – March) 
 

   Merry Christmas!!!   -  David & Virginia   

We live in an interesting wildlife area!  Though we contend with monkeys almost 
daily, enjoy a multitude of birdlife, learn to identify a dozen different snakes, and 
occasionally see mongoose, porcupines, bush bucks, and bush babies in the yard,  

we were surprised to see a pair of large wild pigs pass by the house recently.    

Update: December 21, 2016 

Check out our website:  www.7Riversoutreach.org 

(Contributions to 7 Rivers Outreach can be made through ABWE on this site.) 

Dear Friends, 


