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@ 7 Rivers Outreach …. We now have a constitution, a board, and a representative 

in the USA. We have hosted several ministry teams this year, one from China. A 
detailed survey of the homes in Olwasini (our community) has been completed. It 
reveals that 94% of household income is government welfare. An eight-week gospel 
oriented Bible study started with 101 attending, and grew weekly, ending with over 
400.  Our 4 missionary families are in a steep learning curve, trying to understand this 
complex rural African culture where interaction with ancestors dictates all they do.  
 

@ Entabeni Baptist … Our Zulu church is growing in maturity, even as it struggles 

through trials (God’s plan for Christian maturity – James 1:2-4). Mlungisi, our Zulu 
pastor resigned in August after 3 years of faithful ministry. There are no short-term 
prospects to replace him, but Mthoko and Senzo, two of our young African men, 
desire to be trained as pastors. They have been discipled for the last year and are 
showing real potential. One of our primary goals at 7 Rivers is to prepare godly men 

for pastoring rural churches, so the Lord is opening this door for us. Thabani, a Zulu man who attends my Bible 
institute at Grace Toti, is building a home in Olwasini. Pray he will provide strong leadership to the church and 
community. He is growing by giant steps in my classes and is a natural leader.  
 

@ Grace Baptist Toti … We have recently seen two men come to Christ in our English church. David is having the 

opportunity to minister in both their lives.  One was baptized this last Sunday and gave a powerful testimony of 
God’s grace. In Bible studies and the Bible institute, David is teaching the Word to about 30 adults each week.  He is 
also team-teaching with Pastor Venter a group of elders-in-training from within the church. Virginia teaches Sunday 
School and helps with our ministry to the Senior Saints (“The Closer to Glory Group”). The church is grateful for your 
financial support to ABWE so that we can augment the staff and help nurture this body of Christ in Amanzimtoti.  
 

@ the Morris family … Our children, all in south Florida, just experienced hurricane Matthew.  We are thankful 

that they suffered no damage to persons or property.  We were excited to have William, Hayley and their 2 children 
visit us in September. “Grammie” and “Grampie” (that’s us) are looking forward to seeing all 6 grandchildren soon. 
We have acquired tickets for a short furlough, leaving South Africa December 8th and returning to Durban on April 
13th. We will be visiting supporting churches in Washington State in January and then our California churches in 
February.  Hoping to see many of you during that time.  We are looking forward to sharing face-to-face what God is 
accomplishing here through your prayers and gifts to ABWE. 
 

We are very, very grateful that during these difficult financial times, we are blessed with 96% of our monthly 
support needs.  Do pray about our project to purchase 75 acres of the 7 Rivers farm!  We have raised 20%, but still 
need to raise about $60,000.  Once we have the land, we can begin earnestly developing the macadamia orchard 
and building missionary housing, children’s homes, and desperately needed ministry facilities. 
  

 

 

 
   Yours in Jesus Christ our LORD,   David & Virginia   

We are working in an interesting culture!   Recently one of the elderly “gogos” 
(grandmother) in our Zulu church was forced by her grown children (ancestor worshippers) 

into a “traditional”  marriage. The greatest problem was not that she didn’t want the 
marriage, it was that her new “husband’ ….has been deceased for years.    

Update: October 14, 2016 

Check out our new website:  www.7Rivers.co.za 

(Contributions to 7 Rivers Outreach can be made through ABWE on this site.) 

Dear Friends, 

http://www.7rivers.co.za/

