
GREETINGS
Hello again from Chiang Mai!  We have officially hit rainy/monsoon season over here, so life can get a bit 
crazy with all the flash storms and rain, rain, rain!  The motorcyclists are always equipped with rain gear 
in preparation for the next storm.  Even with rain gear though, some serious dampness is inevitable, so 
Daron pretty much sticks to his “it’s ok to get wet” wardrobe these days.  

MAE LA REFUGEE CAMP
Daron recently returned from teaching Biblical Hermeneutics to a group of Karen  students at the Mae La 
Refugee Camp here in north Thailand.  It’s around a 6-hour drive from Chiang Mai to the southwest, and 
it is located about 8 km from the Myanmar border.  The Mae La camp is home to refugees fleeing 
violence from their homes in  Myanmar, and while most of the refugees are from the Karen tribe, the 
populations of other ethnic groups are growing.    

The camp is a study in contrasts, as it is situated among some of the most beautiful scenery of North 
Thailand, yet the living conditions are about as minimal as it gets. Almost all of the structures are 
traditional bamboo style buildings with the roofs either made from leaves or sometimes tin.  All the 
buildings are condensed in a very small area and houses are built in just about every conceivable spot.   
The camp is basically a small city of approximately 35000+ people, but with virtually no infrastructure---
no comprehensive school system, food is distributed entirely from the outside (the refugees aren’t allowed 
to grow their own food) and so on.  Some of Daron’s students have been lived for 30 or so years within 
the borders of the camp, 
which makes for some 
very interesting 
discussions of practical 
theology.  Their 
experience of the world 
and thus the questions 
they wrestle with as they 
try to live out the 
Scriptures are shaped 
significantly by the 
limitations of the camp 
boundaries and their 
political/economic 
situation. 
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A significant number of the Karen 
tribe have been traditionally 
Christian, and they place a high 
degree of emphasis on the study of 
the Scriptures and the preparation 
of men and women for Christian 
leadership.  On the edge of the 
camp, sharing pretty much the 
same conditions of the camp is the 
Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Bible 
School & College with approximately 400 students.  God has blessed the school with its own property and 
with a great campus for preparing these men and women.  Both the dorms and classrooms tend to be 
delineated by curtains, but despite the minimal conditions the students have a great spirit and are a joy to be 
around.  The campus is filled with music all day, both singing and instrumental, choirs and individuals.  

TEACHING
Daron’s class consisted of Bible college graduates who are 
looking for more training in their ministry.  The group was 
12 strong and we had a great time thinking about the 
Scriptures.  In the group we had students who have suffered 
personally from lack of medical care (a polio survivor), from 
poverty and complete economic destitution, and from 
aggressive military violence (the loss of immediate family 
members, destroyed homes, etc.).  In the group we also had 
several Filipino missionaries who are ministering in 
Thailand and Cambodia.  Our Karen students seemed to 
enjoy the interaction a lot and it was great to have so many 
different ministry contexts represented. All of these students, 
both inside the camp and out, are required to put their 

theology to practice in circumstances that are diverse and 
remain theoretical for most of us from Western countries.  The students were open and honest about their 
struggles and their questions, and it was a real pleasure to be with them seeking help and understanding 
from the Scriptures.



PRAYER REQUESTS
• Please continue to pray for the students of the Bible School at Mae La Camp as well as the overall population 

of refugees there.   The subsistence living conditions are one hardship, but perhaps an even greater challenge 
is the tremendous restrictions imposed on the refugees.  They are not allowed to supplement their rations with 
extra work or be involved in any creative endeavors.  Education for the kids in camp is limited, and many of 
the youth in the camp face the challenges of hopelessness and frustration at having such little power to 
change their lives for the better.  The situation between the Karen people and the Burmese government is a 
very complex one, and the future is uncertain.  Please pray especially for the believers at the camp, for their 
encouragement and strength. 

• Upcoming Furlough:  We are looking at coming back to the U.S. around late December 2017.  This time 
around, we will only be staying for 6 months or so, rather than a full year.  It has been around 3 years since 
our last trip to the U.S. and we are looking forward to seeing and connecting with many of you.  Please pray 
for us as we prepare to leave our home and ministry in Chiang Mai and as we plan out our furlough schedule. 

• Please pray for Romprakhun Church as they continue their work and ministry while we are away.  Please 
pray for wisdom for Pastor Suphaap and the church leadership.  

As always, thank you for your prayers and support.  We are grateful to the Lord for the opportunities He has 
given us to serve Him and we look forward to seeing some of you next year!  
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