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God's Goodness 
 

  

Thank you so much for participating together with us in ministry 

through prayer, financial support and encouragement.  We 

appreciate you. 

  

You prayed for us as we led a team of 11 to Arco Verde Brasil 

last month. We had a great trip with a lot of relationship building 

and contacts made.   

 

It was a long two days of travel. We experienced a hiccup right 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



away when we learned that airlines only allow 50 lb bags going 

into Brasil now instead of the 70 lbs we had previously been 

allowed.  We shuffled the contents of the 22 bags right there 

at the airport check in counter.  Our team was getting a great 

start to teamwork on this trip!  It was so awesome to see that at 

the end of the 22nd bag, we were able to fit everything in and 

each bag weighed 49 lbs or less.  Then most of us got through 

security fine, except for one that was held up for about 20 

minutes as they looked for a knife they had seen in x-

ray.  There ended up being a little Swiss Army knife in his 

backpack that he had no idea was there.  We all got a good 

laugh out of that. 

 

We hit the ground running and spent the first day beginning the 

cement footings for the playground as well as sorting all of the 

uniforms that Upward had donated for this trip.  We also were 

able to bring several footballs to leave with the missionary and 

the guys he's working with there.  

 

Upward flag football started on Thursday.  We had a great turn 

out of about 60 kids and adults on the first day.  Mendi gave a 

gospel presentation during a scheduled break for this. We saw 

some of these kids and adults again that night for English 

classes.  Many of those who came to English classes had 

never been to the church before or had any previous contact 

with the missionary. 

 

Upward and English classes continued through Saturday with 

increasing participation, and this was a great time of 

relationship building. During English classes there was 

opportunity for sharing the gospel and for answering a lot of 

questions. 

 

The beginning of the next week the group went to a school 



about an hour away to do a demonstration of football and make 

initial contacts with the teachers and kids.  A few in the group 

traveled to another interior village that was hard to get to and 

did the same thing.  These are all wonderful connections to 

begin towards building relationships and sharing the good news 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Another very neat thing was that we were invited to visit a 

Native South American Indian Village.  The chief welcomed us 

and told us of their history, even as recent as the 1980's when 

there was great conflict between ranchers taking over their 

lands.  This was a key contact made and we're praying for fruit 

from that opportunity. 

 

During these times that most of the group went out, two men in 

our group stayed at the church and worked on the 

playground.  Although the group helped them at times, it was 

mostly those two working hard to build a solid structurally 

sound playground, only the second such structure in a city of 

90,000. This playground is a big boost for the community and 

will certainly create opportunities for meeting people. There 

was excitement in the air as it was going up, and there was an 

equal amount of frustration in trying to find adequate materials 

for the job.  God provided just what was needed at the perfect 

times. 

 

We enjoyed being together, the challenges we faced, the 

relationships we built, and the contacts that were made.  We 

give thanks to the Lord for all of these things and more. 

 

Our trip was ending and we were wrapping up our time there. 

We were having a devotion time, as we did most 

mornings.  Mendi's friend, Eloisa, messaged her that a liver had 

become available for her husband Rogério, who has been in 



failing health since his first liver transplant. We prayed for 

them together as a group, and then we prayed as a couple 

about the possibility of Mendi going down to walk with Eloisa 

and Rogério during this time.  We waited several hours for 

confirmation of a yes or no from the Lord on whether He would 

provide for Mendi to go. The Lord opened the way and she was 

able to go down South where we used to live to support Eloisa 

and Rogério and their family.  While there she also gave a 

devotion at women's prayer meeting, met with potential GAP 

partners to discuss what a partnership would look like and 

renewed relationships with those friends in the church we 

ministered. It was an unexpected gift from the Lord on top of a 

great ministry trip in Arco Verde. 

(Rogério was released from the hospital and is recovering at 

home after only 2 weeks in the hospital.  He was in the hospital 

for 2 months after the first transplant.) 

  

Below are a few pictures of our trip.  Enjoy! 

  

 

The team at the airport 



 

Beginnings of playground 

 

Unwelcome guest! 



 

Upward day 1 

 

Mendi sharing the gospel 

 

Cutie 



 

Playground progress 

 

One of the 4 English classes on day 1 

 

Tribe Village (Chief in yellow on left) 



 

We crowded an ice cream parlor with a bunch of friends! 



 

Some good ole fun 



 

Cute couple  :) 

 

The playground at a point where the church can finish the 

details 

 



 

At hospital with Rogério and Eloisa 

 

 

Friends from church 

 

Thank you again! 

 

   

Blessings, 

Steve and Mendi Everett and kids 

 



severett@abwe.cc 
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