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On June 23, over 250,000 Czechs gathered in Letna Park to stage the biggest protest the Czech Republic 

has seen since the collapse of communism in 1989. In the weeks preceding, similar protests had been 

staged with tens of thousands participating, and there has been a ramping up of public sentiment, 

culminating in the historic event.  True to Czech form, all of the protests have been peaceful and well-

organized. What are they protesting you might inquire? Ask them, and you will hear a myriad of somewhat 

opaque generalized dissatisfactions. The spark that lit the fire was when the prime minister came under 

scrutiny for his financial corruption in receiving EU monies that were thinly laundered into his personal 

profit. After much public outcry and a  criminal investigation by the police, the justice minister was 

compelled to open his own investigation.  He was promptly fired by the prime minister, who then appointed 
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a new justice minister, a close friend and advocate.  It’s not hard to discern why people would be outraged 

at such brazen corruption. What is notable however, is that this is simply business as usual in Czech 

politics.  Brazen corruption has been the hallmark of Czech politics for decades.  Perhaps a better 

question to ask would be, ‘Why do people care now?’ 

As a student of culture and minister to the Czech soul I find this 

question fascinating.  These dissatisfactions are the growing 

pains of a national soul.  A soul which was stripped of its 

moorings for generations, but is again seeking purchase on 

some foundation. The trouble is of course, that the moral 

compass of secular humanism proves insufficient to quiet the 

conscience and chart a course toward correction.  

I see a people fractured and grasping at what they naturally know to be right, but can provide no 

justification within their worldview to lay hold of it. There is at present both a tremendous longing 

accompanied by a tragic blindness. Just days after the protests, the Czech nation would take consecutive 

holidays commemorating the missionary brothers Cyril and Methodius and the great reformer Jan 

Hus(John Huss).  Each of whom has been stripped of their Christian significance and is instead celebrated 

as either great educator or bold rebel.  The Czech consciousness no longer regards their tremendous 

spiritual heritage, for to do so would conspicuously acknowledge in some form the power of the gospel. 

This is an attachment which the secular mind cannot endure, and thus we see the vestiges stripped of 

their meanings. There is a deep-seated deception that tells the human heart that submission to God is a 

form of bondage, when in fact, the opposite is true. It cannot be more clearly seen than in the gathering of 

tens of thousands of protesters, emotionally charged about enforcing a morality which they don’t believe in 

and would not themselves submit to. It calls to mind a cartoon in which Methodius states, “Brother Cyril, go 

tell those inside to learn the alphabet, so they know freedom and eradication are not the same.”  

Whether my observations of Czech culture are relevant is far 

less significant than the reality that there is a 

restlessness.  There is a present swell of energy that will 

culminate into something that will direct a future course. Please 

pray for the Czech people and nation. Pray that the gospel 

would continue to be proclaimed and that the restless heart 

would find a home in Christ. Our hearts have been knitted to 

this nation, and it is painful to watch the affliction of soul and 
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tragedy of unbelief like a wall encompassing this people. Alongside our church-plant, we have committed 

to a season of intensified prayer. We plead with God for a breakthrough, while we chisel away with the 

tools we’ve been entrusted. We would be honored if you would partner with us in this effort. 

While we pray for God’s merciful intervention in Czech Republic, we are also entering into a season of 

prayer and petition as we’ve returned for our home assignment. We return home in need of much financial 

support. It will be a test of our own faith and resolve to continue to trust the Lord for our daily needs and 

provide the resources to return to Czech Republic.  We are also looking forward to joyful moments over 

the next several months as we are able to spend time with many of you and recount what great things God 

has done and continues to do, as we partner together in this ministry! 
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