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Krakonoš is the name of a Czech mountain spirit who can take 

on any form, but is in modern times most often depicted as a 

bearded man with a large , wide-brimmed hat.  He is in fact, the 

direct inspiration J.R.R. Tolkien drew from in creating his 

Gandalf character in The Lord of the Rings Trilogy.  The folklore 

of Krakonoš is deeply embedded into Czech culture and 

psyche, though I’m not sure that Czechs are even aware how 

significantly. 

What you should know about Krakonoš is that he can appear as 

a wild man, mountain giant, old woman, demon or various other 

forms.  He has historically gained reputation as a capricious 

trickster, both clever and vengeful. However, the form is not nearly as important as his purpose:  He 

faithfully defends the poor and downtrodden common folk against potential oppressors, traditionally 
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wealthy German lords who would exploit the labors and lands of Czech farmers. Krakonoš is a master of 

discerning intentions. He will test the purity of heart of the powerful, and when found wanting, will unleash 

all manner of trickery to thwart their plans and send them home in shame, preserving the welfare and 

wholesomeness of the powerless. 

Now imagine with me how this affects the work of 

missionaries.  We come into Czech society with the wealth, 

support, and commissioning of American churches [America, 

with our grandiose prosperity, military bases scattered across 

the globe, and seemingly endless influence in every sector of 

global life and culture]. We come trained and ready to jump into 

ministry and bring a whole host of ideas and plans for what 

Czech churches and believers need to do.  We often also come with a litany of rebukes for what they 

haven’t been doing themselves.  We find ourselves trying to cajole them into action, “Of course your 

church isn’t growing, you’re not even doing outreach!” It’s not hard to discern which character we resemble 

in the fairytale. Hint: it’s not the downtrodden farmer! 

I’ve not looked at any statistics, but anecdotally I can affirm that missionaries don’t seem to last long in 

Czech Republic. That may be true the world over, but the finesse required to do ministry in Czech 

Republic is a particular kind of strain.  Like Krakonoš, Czechs are specialists in unmasking the intentions 

of a missionary’s heart. There is little tolerance for missionaries coming to build their own kingdoms or 

somehow ‘serve’ without ever actually getting their hands dirty. The time and labors it involves to prove 

one’s worth and purity are quite frankly, more than most are willing(or able) to endure. This can be a 

frustrating process considering our own American culture rewards determined vision, charisma, and 

influence with affirmation and acquiescence. 

Reading this, you might mistake me to be speaking negatively 

of this process. Quite the opposite. The door to fruitful ministry 

in Czech Republic is narrow, and in order to pass through one’s 

ego and demands must be shed at the threshold.  I am so 

thankful for my Czech brothers and sisters, who have helped 

shape me into something more useful and more Christ-like in a 

way that I never would have experienced in North America. 

Proverbs 27:6 and 17 come to mind, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend” and “As iron sharpens iron…” 
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In our private moments together, Cari and I often relate and debrief some of these frustrations of ministry 

in Czech Republic, lamenting the time and energy it takes to accomplish things, and inevitably in the 

process of our conversation the corners of our lips curl upward, as the challenges only seem to endear us 

deeper to this clever and resilient people, for we have become kindred.  It is said that if Krakonoš finds 

your heart to be pure, he may lead you into the heart of his mountains and reveal his treasure to you. 

I know as the church in North America we tend to think of 

missions as a one-way street. Us bringing them something 

which they need.  Let me assure you that is not the case.  Could 

we be learning something from our earnest, frank, and resilient 

Czech brethren? Oh my, so so much.  

Do you have what it takes to be a missionary who serves 

alongside your Czech family in faith? Are you willing to put your own dirty and blistered hands to the plow? 

The process will be painful, but the treasure is incomparably beautiful.  

We're eager to return to the land and people that we love. Would you consider partnering with us to 

reach as many as we can with the gospel of Christ? 

Suggested commitments: $25, $50, or $100 per month 

We also need around $30,000 to cover Czech health insurance, Visa fees, airfares, vehicle repairs, and 

educational fees over the next 4 years. 

https://www.abwe.org/work/missionaries-and-projects?s=013384 
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