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Unreached people groups.  That is the phrase which has largely defined the way missions has been 

prioritized in the last few decades.  If you’re involved in missions at any level, you’ve probably heard this 

turn of phrase.  I don’t mind it, it’s a good starting point for discussion on what we should be doing and 

where we should be doing it, and who we should be doing it with.  After all, we do want everyone to have 

an opportunity to hear the gospel at least once, right?  It doesn’t seem just that certain peoples would be 

inundated with opportunities to hear the gospel and respond, while others sit perishing in darkness simply 

by virtue of being born in a geographically inconvenient location, or among a people who predominantly 

follow a false religion. Shouldn’t we prioritize these precious people? Yes, I think the case is made easily 

that we should prioritize these souls, so I won’t belabor that case here. But this is the point at which I say, 

“We need to talk.” 
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Despite what conceptions abound about Europe being post-

Christian and thus having had their opportunity with the gospel, 

or about the accessibility to God’s Word in their written 

language, this truth remains: I’ve never met a Czech that knew 

the gospel outside of a protestant church building.  No really, 

I’ve met a lot of people, and none of them are familiar with the 

good news of Jesus born the Son of God, living among men, 

dying substitutionally and rising from death after 3 days.  Not a one.  Considering the grand Cathedrals in 

every village and city district, one might suspect that at least a rudimentary understanding of Christianity 

would persist.  You would be sorely mistaken.  You might know if you’ve been following our ministry, that 

Czechs top the list for being the most irreligious people in the world today. One funny statistic emerged 

from a 2011 census highlighting that there were more Czechs who wrote in “Jedi” as their religious 

affiliation as compared to Baptist.  I could recount to you story after story and encounter after 

encounter.  They would each be anecdotal, but they all fall well within a spectrum of exceptional lostness. 

 I sometimes try to create pictures in my mind, metaphors for 

what I experience and observe as I’m often at a loss for words. 

As I reflect on this land that I love, I imagine a well-manned 

vessel lost at sea, whose crew have been plagued with a 

collective amnesia.  They continue to shout the orders and steer 

the ship through storm, but no one knows a bearing for which to 

aim, nor the final destination. As captains and their purposes 

rise and fall, the ship’s course simply circles the deeps. The 

result, over time, is that each maintains his duty, but privately dabbles in personal fancies in an attempt to 

sate his own deeper desires. No one talks about the lack of direction anymore, to do so would unveil a 

brokenness so vast and so deep and dark that there is a silent collective agreement not to speak of such 

things. Those who dare have drowned in fatalism and futility. They say that Czechs have the best dark 

humor in the world and I think it comes from this place. To speak of Czech culture is to speak of the 

embodiment of both beauty and lostness in such a profoundly real way. 
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So no, I wouldn’t say that almost anyone in Czech Republic, 

outside the four walls of protestant churches, has even heard 

the gospel. What they have heard about is the Roman Catholic 

church, the oppressors that dominated them for 300 years and 

marginalized what it meant to be Czech, and then under 

communism became state-licensed and compromised even 

their own doctrines for their own political benefit.  Post 

communism, they have taken millions of dollars in reparations 

paid at the Czech tax payers’ expense. The effects of which are 

evident today, as “The Church” is statistically the most 

distrusted among all institutions, and by a wide margin.  Even 

the former communist propagandizing newspapers have 

recovered more public credibility than “The Church”. 

Therefore, reaching Czechs with the gospel requires a certain 

credibility before the message can even be trusted as reliable 

and accurate.  I think the same would be true for most of the unreached people groups in the world today 

as well.  A foreign message from a foreign messenger, requires a fair amount of investment on the front 

end, for Czechs, possibly even more.  Ironically, many Czech believers will confirm that this message is 

better received from foreigners than from among their own.  Such is the brokenness of trust and 

relationships in Czech society.   These are profoundly complex issues and won’t be solved in even a few 

years. As missionaries, we come alongside our precious brothers and sisters in Christ and serve them by 

both encouraging, empowering, and uniting with them in the gospel ministry. 

It’s a different kind of unreached than the soul geographically or religiously isolated (though I might 

contend that this type of agnosticism is a religion in itself). Czechs are a type of unreached nonetheless, 

and not much less isolated when it comes to preparedness to receive the gospel of Christ.  Please don’t 

forget to pray for and send missionaries to Europe, and especially the Czech Republic. 

Our heart’s desire is to continue to preach and teach the gospel, make disciples, and most importantly, 

empower Czech believers to do it better than we can. Would you join with us? 

Suggested commitments: $25, $50, or $100 per month 
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We also need around $30,000 to cover Czech health insurance, Visa fees, airfares, vehicle repairs, and 

educational fees over the next 4 years. 

https://www.abwe.org/work/missionaries-and-projects?s=013384 
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