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It was 2006 and Cari and I had just finished “Candidate 

Seminar” with ABWE International. After a week of various 

interviews and orientations and trainings and testing of 

missionary mettle, we were approved by the board. There was 

an official commissioning service at a local church where the 

mission’s president said some words, each missionary was 

called forward, their field of service was announced, and we 

shook hands and received our ABWE emblazoned hand 

towel.  Yes, a hand towel.  It was to symbolize our 
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commissioning to service.  I was inspired at the time, but the hand towel promptly made its way into a 

storage tote that would likely never see the light of day again for at least…well, almost a decade and a half 

now. 

As we launched our ministry we had grand visions. We basked 

in the visual imagery of “establishing beachheads, blazing trails, 

and breaking down walls” as we carried the gospel forth. The 

hand towel would have been a rather dissonant artifact when 

compared to more pertinent tools like machetes, sledge 

hammers, and the sword of the Spirit, figuratively speaking, 

though the towel might have served to wipe the sweat from my 

brow as I forged a new route for the gospel behind enemy lines. 

I’ve preached a few sermons out of Luke 9 recently, recounting the feeding of the 5,000.  There’s a 

powerful miracle and message here to be sure. Yet, as I’ve meditated on the account, several nuances 

have made their way to the fore of my conviction. The John 6 account indicates a nondescript “boy” who 

brings the loaves and fish to the disciples. Other gospel writers like Luke don’t even include this detail.  

Leaving our ministry field for a time can be disorienting, but it is also important. It gives us an opportunity 

to reflect a bit on our last several years of ministry, recalibrate, and trace a route for our future ministry as 

we return.  It’s time to renew our vision. 

As we’ve been ministering for over 10 years in Czech Republic 

now, we come to certain realizations. One of which, is that God 

is doing His work, and it will continue whether or not we are part 

of it. This is not new knowledge, but it can be a hard pill to 

swallow for a missionary, and it’s not really the truth you lead 

with when seeking church partnerships.  There’s too much 

sense to be made of presenting yourself as vital and 

needed.  Some might present themselves as a key player in 

ushering in spiritual revival to the Czech lands. I probably would 

have, at a certain time in our ministry. The truth is, it’s a whole bunch of God’s people simultaneously 

being faithful with the portion they’ve been given and praying that God would multiply it to bring a greater 

effect. I think ministry’ is much more like the “boy” half mentioned.  Jesus doesn’t need us, but we bring 

our woefully underwhelming bread cakes and offer them up.  If He does something with them, so be it. It 

points to His glory and His supremacy, and if done well, we should be mostly forgotten in the process…but 
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it sure would be cool if He used our bread cakes! So we bring them, and we will continue to bring them in 

faith, that HE is able and HE will be magnified.  

I guess it’s pretty easy to talk myself out of the job!  He really doesn’t need us. Yet, in this mysterious 

dispensation of Spirit-quickened life in the world, Jesus uses the “boy”. He does not exclude him from the 

work, and even makes his contribution vital to the progression of the story.  

What about the boy’s mother? I doubt the boy baked the loaves himself. We never even think about her do 

we? It started with her. The daily obedience of a diligent mother, toiling in her kitchen to feed her family. 

Over the course of her life and years, she instills a character in her child, which would compel him to share 

out of his relative poverty. To humbly and courageously give a gift far inferior to the task it was purposed. 

What faith! Now these are the characters in the story I can know and love! Neither are terribly notable, but 

neither are they nothing.  They serve the bigger story God is telling, and it does not progress beyond 

their obedience. 

This is our vision for the next season of ministry: take the next 

step of obedience, serve humbly and courageously, be who 

God created us to be.  I know, it’s not flashing lights and fancy 

music, but I’ve been convicted of the fact that our service is to 

progress God’s story in the Czech Republic, with our 

obedience. The last time I checked, true revivals haven’t been 

at the hands of those insisting upon them.  They are Spirit-

ushered by prayer, humility, and a clear sense that God is the 

one being glorified, as His people just take the next obedient 

step. 

Would you send us with bread in your stead? Would you 

consider your labors and daily toils a vital part of reaching into 

the Czech Republic with the gospel? We are eager to go 

inasmuch as we are sent. Not with great fanfare, glamorized 

promises, or any sense of self-importance. Yet we go earnest and expectant to see the Spirit move and 

work as we bring to Him our service, supported by the resources provided. Would you move with us both 

in prayer and ministry? We’ve got our towels at the ready... and I think the machetes and sledgehammers 

are still around here somewhere if needs be. 

 



We still hope to return to Czech Republic by the start of the 2nd school semester (January 2020). We need 

approximately an additional $900 in monthly committed partnerships to reach this goal. Would you consider 

being a part of sending us to serve? 

Suggested commitments: $25, $50, or $100 per month 

https://www.abwe.org/work/missionaries-and-projects?s=013384 
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