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“We need to talk.” 4 words no husband wants to hear from his wife, nor anyone else for that matter.  Yet, 

it was these very words that God used to confirm His calling for our family’s ministry nearly 14 years ago.  I 

remember pulling over to take a pause on my contract mail route, to pray for God’s guidance amid a long 

season of silence.  He seemingly withdrew from us just as we were in our most needful season for His 

direction.  We were ready and willing and desiring to go serve on the mission field, but we were waiting to 

be given marching orders as to the where.  I was quite sure that Sub-Saharan Africa was a most needful 

region for Christian missionaries, while Cari’s heart could not be moved from her desire to reach into 

China with the gospel.  The Lord’s radio silence was doing little to resolve our competing passions, until it 

accomplished the effect most likely intended; to break down our desires to their most basic form, so that 

He could shape them into something useful. I remember praying, “Lord I don’t know where you want us to 

go, but please just send us where you need us. Wherever you could use us, that’s where we want to go.” 

In this moment of genuine release, the still small voice spoke authoritatively to my heart in a way that 

  



could not be put into effectual words, but was so resoundingly clear I would have had to pull a Jonah to try 

to escape it. He was calling us to eastern Europe. 

  

As I returned home from work that day, Cari met me at the door 

with the dreaded 4 words, “We need to talk.” After a series of 

caveats and disclaimers and demands that I pray about what 

she would imminently share with me she continued, “I was 

praying today, and I just really think maybe the Lord is calling us 

to eastern Europe.” Through a series of equally providential 

revelations, the Lord would set our direction toward Czech 

Republic. We didn’t know much of anything at this point about 

what ministry would look like here, but we were enthusiastically 

certain of the Lord’s direction and our unity in it.  It was a unique 

grace and the one which would prove foundational in surviving 

the onslaught of opposition and doubt and difficulties that would 

manifest in the years to come.  I’m careful to affirm that the Lord could change His direction for us at His 

pleasure, but the clarity with which He led us during that early season would be a building block for 

resilience in later years.  

As it turns out, God knew what He was doing when He matched our quirky, odd, and maybe downright 

weird combination of personalities, skills, handicaps and giftings with Czech Republic. It hasn’t made 

ministry in Czech Republic easy, but it helps.  There are reasons our hearts ache and burn for the people 

of this nation beside simple obedience to God’s call. Reasons you may not be aware of, or reasons that 

defy your expectations of what ministry in post-communist, post-Christian Europe looks like.  I wish you 

knew, and I hope your heart isn’t as hardened to these souls as mine admittedly was prior to the Lord 

transforming it. I know there are a million ministries and needs and mission fields that compete for our 

attention and prayer and investment. Rightly so. But if you’ve ever been tempted to cross Czech Republic 

off your list as a region of the world that has been reached with the gospel, or that investment in this 

geographical area and people could be better spent elsewhere…we need to talk. 

We still hope to return to Czech Republic by the start of the 2nd school semester (January 2020). Would you 

consider being a part of sending us to serve? 

 



Suggested commitments: $25, $50, or $100 per month 

https://www.abwe.org/work/missionaries-and-projects?s=013384 
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