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“Human psychology hasn’t changed much when it comes to sales, and that’s why 

advertising techniques used a hundred years ago still work today. 

It’s important to understand human psychology in this regard. Donors don’t give primarily 

because they care. Deep down, they give because it makes them feel good.” 

This is a quote lifted directly from a website aimed at training missionaries to raise financial 

support. Confession- Based on this standard of fundraising, I don’t think I’m very good at this part of being 

a missionary.  I don’t know if I’m allowed to say that or not, because I’m pretty sure that’s not good 

marketing! I’m told that in order to be successful at fundraising and able to return to our ministry field, we 

must become excellent sales reps for ourselves.  We need to “build our brand.” It’s cringy, I know, but 
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an unfortunate truth for the most part. Anecdotally I can attest that missionaries who have had a foray or 

previous career in sales, typically find themselves better funded. I’ve long pondered a blog entitled 

something like, “The Truth about Missions.” I don’t think I can produce it until I retire, it’s far too dangerous 

for an active missionary. Please, please don’t mistake me for a cynic! I’m too honest to be one of those, 

and these are just observations. I think we all intuitively know these principles, but we don’t like to speak of 

them in relation to ministry.  I know that some of you who already partner with our ministry are probably 

saying, “Yes, please do more of this Steve!” Because you do care and want to see us effectively serving, 

and you know that this is what is required. I’m certainly not opposed to employing strategies if they’re for 

the right reasons. If anything, I’m a redeemed pragmatist.  I see the expedience of a thing, but resist in 

order to submit it to the Father’s sifting and hope for better. I guess that’s where this particular perspective 

is coming from. I’m pragmatic enough to know that the marketeers are right, yet idealist enough to be 

bothered by it, and hope for some redemption of the process.  I don’t want people to give because it 

makes them feel good.  I want people to care, and pray, and strive alongside us…and invest financially as 

a natural progression of our partnership as they do. 

 

Maybe I’ll conform and become a great Czech ministry marketeer, flooding your Facebook and Instagram 

feeds with reminders to partner with this ministry as I define our brand. I’m not a total non-conformist, I do 



recognize that needs and ministries must be known and visible if they expect to be funded.  So don’t be 

surprised if you see me getting a little more visible over the next few months (don’t worry, I won’t post any 

dash-cam videos). I’m too earnest for my own good though, not to warn you in advance.  If being cringy is 

what it takes to continue serving Czech church-planting efforts and reaching the lost with the gospel, it’s a 

small sacrifice for God’s glory. OR maybe we’ll end up trying something a bit different. If you’ve been with 

us for a while, I’ll venture a guess you’re at least a little bit comfortable with the ‘a bit different’ option.  I 

suppose that’s our brand! Join with the Wendels in Czech Republic, we’re… a bit different. 

Seriously though, our heart is and continues to be sincerely burdened for the people of the Czech 

Republic to find redemption and life in Jesus Christ. This is the substance at our core, and through all the 

various transitions and trials we’ve faced, our calling to this mission has never wavered (even through 

times we thought that it would![I’m probably not supposed to say that either]).  If your heart intersects with 

ours in this matter; If, despite what the missionary marketers say, you really do care, let’s pull in the same 

direction. We are in need of new team members and partners to maintain the course. If you’re a bit 

different, and want to be moved by potentially the worst missionary sales pitch ever, cast conformity to the 

wind and click the link to join with us…And please, don’t make us post dash-cam videos. 

  

How/What should I give? 

You can follow this link and give online directly through the ABWE International website! We are in need of faithful monthly 

financial partners. A typical monthly gift for some families is around $50. Some give $10, while others give $300. The 

finances to support this ministry are important, but partnership is more than that. It's mutual care and prayer for one another 

as we agree on what we are asking the Lord to do; That He would empower us to be His hands and feet in Czech Republic, 

that He would be glorified, and that our service would be pleasing to Him, both as senders and goers.  

One-time gifts are also needed for Outfit & Passage costs.  These costs include things like: airfares, vehicle repairs, Czech 

health insurance, visa application and residence fees, and education. 
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