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David & Virginia Morris  
Durban, South Africa       

Dear Friends,   We wish you all a wonderful Christmas season as you ponder the divine incarnation of Jesus Christ! 

Eden Rainier Spacht was born to Joshua and Carolyn (our oldest daughter) on Monday, the 11th of November at 4:20 PM. On 
Friday, the 15th at 4:19 AM, Norah Noelle Bruce was born to Daniel and Amanda (our youngest daughter). Two new grandbaby 
girls exactly 3 ½ days apart, both delivered by C-section at the same hospital by the same doctor. Both perfect and healthy! I 
arrived from South Africa 6 hours before Norah was born. Virginia had arrived a few days earlier and was able to cuddle both 
babies within hours of their presentations. So we are now abundantly blessed with our nine precious grandchildren! 

The previous two months were a whirlwind of activity with farewells, anxieties, packing, banking, and last minute decisions. Then 
I walked through security into the international departure terminal at King Shaka International Airport, Durban. The sentiment I 
felt was a cacophony of relief, uncertainty, accomplishment, sense of loss, thankfulness, sadness and an overriding wonder at 
God’s gracious sovereignty. Thirty-four years ago I had stepped off a Boeing 747 onto South African soil with no idea of what God 
could or would do with our lives which we had committed to His service in this far away land. In the years the Lord gave us in 
Durban, our family became culturally South African, we put down roots, we fell in love with the people, we became the parents 
of an ever-growing church family. Now I was about to step onto a Boeing 777, leaving my permanent residency for a new 
residency in a country very different from the one I left a generation ago. Emotions were strong.  But there was such a deep 
sense of joy that God had proved Himself faithful and that He had accomplished amazing things through our simple obedience. 
 
Meanwhile, back in South Africa… 
 

At Grace Baptist Amanzimtoti, the church is feeling the loss of a number of key families who have immigrated this year, but the 
leadership is strong, the youth programs are packed, and the outreach ministries continue to expand. The Word of God is being 
faithfully proclaimed, new believers are being baptized and discipled. Plans are coming together to open a seminary for pastoral 
training starting in January 2021. A library of about 12,000 books is being assembled and a school campus is being prepared. 
 
At 7 Rivers Outreach, the fence is complete and has made a night & day difference to the everyday running and safety of the 
farm. As our plans develop and staff changes, we are clarifying our ministry strategy and continuing to touch lives in significant 
ways in the community.  We have raised funds for a tractor and plan to purchase it in January.  Another positive development is 
that an African couple, committed believers, with 3 teenage girls, will be moving onto the farm in January.   
 
The new Westville North church plant is moving ahead slowly, but deliberately. We have an interesting situation with a 
developer who wants to utilize part of our property in conjunction with several other large pieces of property adjacent to ours. 
We hope to make this a win-win proposition where they get the property they need and we can’t use, and we get the prime 
location and the infrastructure that we need (which is costly). The isiZulu radio ministry which is driving the strong interest in this 
new church is seeing tremendous growth both in coverage and listenership. In the new year we will broadcast 6 days a week, at 
prime times, on the three largest Zulu radio stations in our province, reaching a large majority of the Zulu population group. 
 
During 2019 we lost support from a couple of faithful churches and individuals. Along with large increases in medical insurance , 
we are now faced with an $851 a month deficit in support. We also had moving expenses of approximately $10,000. Please pray 
that the Lord would raise up the needed support. It is difficult for “old” missionaries to receive new church support, yet we still 
have a number of years of active service we would like to pour into the work in South Africa. Perhaps the Lord would have you 
help us finish strong for His glory. We are excited about this next stage in our missionary journey for the LORD Jesus Christ!   
 

In January and February, Virginia and I will be in Washington, Oregon, California and Arizona reporting to supporters. 
 

We are thankful for your investment in prayer for our ministries. And we 

are grateful for the donations to ABWE that allow us to keep serving.  

                  - David & Virginia  

  December 19, 2019 
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