
Polly’s Progress………………………………………………………….. August 2019 

Gird up the loins of your mind. … As newborn babes desire the sincere milk 

of the Word that you may grow thereby,  1 Peter 1:13; 2:2. 

      I have a new baby.  What a joy!  She was born about three weeks ago 
and wants to eat all the time. She came from Romania where she had a hard 

time finding God.  He wasn’t in the state or the culture and she didn’t even 
find Him in the Orthodox Church.  When she came to the United States she 

got busy relocating and welcoming a new baby.  She still hadn’t found God 
but had an inner longing for Him. Recently the longing became more urgent 

so she went on the internet to look for Him.  She found a Romanian Baptist 
pastor who recommended she get a Bible.  Then she found our church which 

was the closest Baptist church to where she lived.  She checked in at the 
office during the week and on Sunday arrived with a big KJV Bible tucked 

under her arm and the question, “Can I find God here and learn what the 

Bible is about?”  

      Thursday morning she came to my house.  I went through the story of 
the Bible with her.  When we came to the part about accepting Christ she 

said, “I think that is what I want to do, but something inside me is pulling 
me back saying, ‘Don’t do it. Don’t do it.’”  I explained to her the power of 

Satan.  She said, “I am going to do it,” and prayed a simple prayer, asking 
Christ to be her Savior and forgive her sins.  The next morning she was 

back, and several mornings after that, to be fed.  What a delight it has been 
to watch this little one grow!  The second day she said, “When I got home I 

wasn’t even angry when my husband and daughter were fighting.  When we 
sat to watch TV I had to walk out of the room. I’m changed.  I can’t watch 

those things anymore.”  The first few days she read through Matthew, 
Romans and several other passages, remembering what she read.  Then she 

started in Genesis and in a week was into 1 Samuel.  Her 13 year old 
daughter, who is having a difficult time with all the changes in Mom, said, 

“All she wants to do is read the Bible!”   I love talking with her several 

mornings a week before she goes to work, about what she is reading and 

learning.  It’s refreshing. 

       It has been a good summer.  About six hundred people attended our 

church Community Day on Memorial Day.  We are still following up the 

contacts. 

       Karen Van den Bosch arrived from Ethiopia the end of June and was in 
and out until the middle of July.  Jean came for a few days and we went to 

Amish country, did some fun things and had a great time talking about all 
the kids and happenings at Abraham’s Oasis.  The second week of July was 



the Baptist Mid-Missions conference in Elyria, Ohio, about an hour from 
here.  My sister, Yvonne, and her husband, Norm, came for the 

conference.  Karen, Yvonne, Norm and I commuted back and forth all week 
and were blessed by the meetings and the fellowship.  Karen flew back to 

Ethiopia that weekend and Norm and Yvonne returned to Iowa the next 
week.  The first weekend of August Charlie and Gai Jewell were here with 

Gai’s twin sister, Jerry, to attend the TWINS DAYS celebrations in Twinsburg, 
OH (near here).  It was great to catch up first hand on things happening in 

Central Africa.  Continue to pray for them. 

      Lots of rain has kept the weeds growing prolifically in my gardens, so I 

spend hours weeding and visiting with neighbors who come by.  August 
10th I hosted our 6thannual block party with about fifty guests in my side 

yard.  It was a beautiful evening and everyone had a good time.  We do not 

do spiritual presentations at these gatherings, but good contacts are made.  

       Last week as I was doing exercises at a therapy session, I was praying, 

“Lord, I have many friends but we are not talking about You.  Open the door 
again.”  Five minutes later my therapist stopped to observe my progress and 

said, “My wife just read the booklet you gave me,” (that was last spring - 
The World’s Greatest Book by Dr. De Haan).   Talk about quick answers to 

prayer!  So we are again talking about things that matter.  I gave him 

another book yesterday and am waiting to see what he says 

tomorrow.   God is working. 

       Now it’s time to get ready for fall with new first graders in my primary 

class, MOPS starting again, more women to disciple, trying to rejuvenate the 
church library, keeping things up at the house and working on a new writing 

project.  Pray for these different ministries God puts in my path.  Pray 
especially for the neighbors I am talking with that they will have a hunger to 

seek God in His Word.  Continue to pray for Central African Republic in these 

difficult times. 

Happily feeding on God’s Word and sharing it with others, 

Polly 


