
Polly’s Progress…………………………………………….. December 2019 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High.  

Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous; and shout for joy, all you upright in 

heart!  

In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

Psalm 92:1; 32:11;1 Thessalonians 5:18 

        Choosing Gratitude, was the book a small group of women met at my home to 

discuss every Tuesday for the last couple of months.  They were rich times 
together.  The women came with a lot of baggage that would certainly not encourage 
gratitude on the human level:  unsaved husbands, grandchildren being taught to not 

even mention God or Jesus, recent death of a child, a husband developing dementia, a 
son attempting suicide, a teenage grandson in prison, a brain damaged son, business 
problems, physical needs … and the list went on.  Being grateful is not always 

easy.  Often giving thanks comes only through being purposeful and intentional.  We 
spent much heartfelt time together praying for and encouraging, each other.  

        In October-November I helped promote and organize a group of 14 ladies who 

attended the Ohio Women for Missions conference at the Amish Inn in Sugar Creek, 
Ohio.  It was a rich experience. 

        Contacts with neighbors and friends continue to be fruitful.  Some encouraging 
comments: 

         “Can I come over and just talk about Jesus for a while?  I need to know Him 
better.” (We “quick-read” through the book of Hebrews that afternoon.) 

         “I am so glad for your love and advice.  I don’t think I could make it without you 

(with a big hug).”  Of course she could, but I am pleased God let me be the instrument 
to help her. 

         “If you do a Bible study I might be interested.  I didn’t learn much at my church.” 
(From a new neighborhood acquaintance)  Praying to get together with her again soon. 

         “I loved what your pastor said.  Thanks for inviting us.” (Catholic neighbors at the 
Christmas event) 

         “Can you give me a copy of your booklet on how to study and memorize through 

the Bible?” (a woman in my Bible study group)   



         “Let me show you what I am doing.” (a young man I am encouraging to memorize 
through the Bible)  He flipped his computer open and showed me how he has outlined 

through almost the entire Bible in the last few months. 

         “I love you, Miss Polly.”  (A primary Sunday school student)  Is she learning to love 
Christ through that love? 

        The days are full of joy and I am learning new things about showing gratitude at all 

times, in all situations.  It’s a choice.  I am also enjoying good times in my daily Bible 
study.  It never ceases to amaze me how we keep learning and learning, even as we 
grow older.  

        Summer is tucked away (except for all the plants that have been moved inside to 
bloom through the winter months).  Fall leaves are mulched down and snow shovels are 
out on their hooks.  Now it’s time to tackle inside projects … sorting through stacks of 

papers, projects and all kinds of “stuff.”  I am having some floors redone soon – a great 
incentive to clean up, toss out and trim down my office and some other areas.  It’s hard 
to tuck away parts of your life that are still a part of who you are, but they are really only 

stepping stones to the future.  As I reorganize some of the Think, Study and Memorize 
Through the Bible materials I am thinking about which plans I will use this coming year, 
and preparing things for people who have asked for them.  January is a great time to 

start these programs.  

        Thank you for what you have meant in my life.  I have fond memories of Christmas 
with many of you.  May God fill your life with the joy of this season and prepare you for 
what He has for you in 2020. 

Polly 

 


