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Mentoring at “Regeneration” a 
discipleship and recovery ministry at our 
church is impacting the entire city - 
Cheryl was the first involved and 
mentored a lady who later became a 
leader in the program. I recently spoke 
in one of the meetings, but my main 
contribution has been mentoring men in 
this 12-month program.  This year I meet 
each week with two guys who have 
graduated and another one still in the 
process.  

 
Small Group Ministry 
At the beginning of the year I was asked to be a part time member of the church staff to help in 
community life. The goal is to divide the church up into small groups to do life in community 
with care and accountability as we follow the Lord. This is especially necessary in a church like 
ours - too large to know everyone in the main gatherings. I serve as Community Life Shepherd 
which means I mentor 10 coaches who work with our life group leaders. Along with my 
counterpart for the ladies’ we vet, train and oversee our life group leaders and coaches. Part of 
this responsibility is writing Sermon Discussion Guides for our small groups. It keeps me 
studying and writing for a deadline each week and that is a good exercise in discipline. We were 
already involved hosting and leading a life group (what we call our small groups) in our home.   
 

 

 

We are enjoying living within 3 hours of 
our most distant family living near the 
coast.  

Both our girls’ families are pictured here 
only the two oldest grandkids are 
missing.      
 
 
 
 

Cool Shaver Lake one hour from Fresno  



 
 

In the annual picnic for workers Cheryl receives The Language Mentor 
of the year award for her efforts with disadvantaged children. 

 
Cheryl’s literacy mentor role at a public 
school in an at-risk community is an 
opportunity to express love and service in 
Jesus name to both teacher and students. 
 
The situation of some of the children will 
break your heart.  Some have parents or 
even siblings in jail and others have no 
English speaker at home to help them.  It is 
critical that they learn to read by the 3rd 
grade or they will not likely graduate from 
high school and will have a limited future 
hope of a decent job or escaping the cycle of 
poverty.  
 
She works through a Christian organization, 
“Every Neighborhood Partnership” that is 
impacting the community for Christ every 
day and grows each year. Now over 50 
churches have adopted 40 schools and are 
sending their members into the needy parts 
of the city to be salt and light for Jesus. 

 
Plugging in where we fit 

Each week Jack continues to meet with largely Afro-American and Hispanic pastors in a part of 

the city battling poverty and crime. These valiant men of God face many obstacles and are 

meeting for prayer and encouragement to help them stay at the task of reaching the city.  

Because we are older with a relatively young church leadership, we get asked to be a mentor by 
some men on the church staff.  It is a privilege to encourage these special servants of the Lord.  
 
We are so grateful to the Lord for the continued opportunity to serve Him even with diminished 
strength of mind and body. This is not humility but a reality we deal with every day.  We forget 
more and it takes us longer to recover from hard work or stress. Nevertheless, by His grace 
there are many places to contribute to His kingdom and the joy of the Lord is our strength.    
 
Grateful for you all - Blessings, 
Jack and Cheryl Shiflett  


