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We returned to a hopelessly dead car battery in our family van. Even an attempt at reviving 

the battery with cables proved a futile task.  In order to get the van in position for the tow 

truck (by the way the battery couldn’t be replaced because the bolt holding it in place under 

the driver’s side floor was welded solid on the undercarriage, a lovely secondary surprise), 

Elisha and I needed to get the van pushed out of the gated driveway and onto the 

street.  Moving a large van with partially deflated tires proved a challenge to say the 

least.  Compounding the chore was a timely frozen glaze on the street and driveway after an 

overnight rain/freeze combo.  Add a slight incline and some tricky street contours and we 

had the makings of a potential funniest videos highlight reel.  Nevertheless, we did 

eventually get the van maneuvered onto the shoulder of our residential street, albeit with 

about a foot of space between the tires and the curb. 
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As Jonas and I returned from our daily walk later that 

afternoon our across the street neighbor was standing 

by our van gesturing wildly as we approached.  He 

began slapping his palm on his forehead at me, the 

arguably universal body language to express, “What are 

you thinking you idiot?!” Then of course, he confirmed 

my interpretation, and launched into a verbal assault 

condemning my horrible parking job and relaying to me 

the stupidity of leaving my van at risk of side-swipes 

from careless motorists besides also restricted him from 

swinging widely as he needed to in order to fit his car through a narrow driveway opening.  

As he scolded me I broke in to explain why the car was sitting so precariously parked. As I 

did he immediately softened and stated, “Well why didn’t you say so? I’m your neighbor, I’m 

here to help you. You should come and get my help anytime you need it.” He then jumped 

into action to help me get the van situated up on the curb, a little further out of harm’s way. 

The Jekyll and Hyde contrast of demeanor was so abrupt it was almost disorienting. From 

borderline verbal abuse to pledging faithful neighborly love in a span of less than 10 

seconds. It was a warm welcome indeed back to the Czech lands, where the paradox of 

human and neighborly relations allows both harsh critique and personal warmth in the same 

space. 

Life is still settling into a rhythm as we’ve started back 

to school this week.  Cari is working in the school 

library and I am teaching 6th and 7th grade Bible as well 

as an IT class. What is particularly exciting to me is that 

among my students, only a few are coming from 

Christian homes. What a tremendous joy and privilege 

to be able to introduce these young hearts and minds to 

the God revealed in scripture and His son Jesus Christ! 

There are students coming from Hindu, Shinto, Russian 

Orthodox, Buddhist, Roman Catholic, and Atheist 

families all represented in the classes. Please pray with 

us for the Holy Spirit to do His work in their hearts and even unto salvation this semester!  
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Our welcome back to Pochoden church plant was much less confusing than that to our 

neighborhood, and we were so thrilled and encouraged to be reconnected to our church 

family there again. We jumped right into planning our outreach events for the next couple of 

months and are eager to be reaching again into the Prague 17 community with our 

evangelistic efforts.  

Our teammate Melissa has made some significant strides toward launching the anti-human 

trafficking ministries through The Well.  There is much to be done and the needs of this 

ministry are so overwhelming at times, but we trust that the Lord will provide both the 

resources and energy as each need arises and He establishes a place of both rescue and 

restoration.  

  

  
  

 

©2020 Wendel Watch  

 


