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Happy Epiphany Day! Today across the Czech lands small 

troops of Kaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar are caroling door to 

door and collecting charitable gifts.  While the Catholic church is 

not well regarded, its charities generally are, or at least the 3 

Kings collection is an amazing social experiment in peer 

pressure. If you make a donation to the wise men caroling at 

your door, they will in turn grace your doorpost with their 

blessing of chalking their initials and the year for all to see. 

Many homes will leave this marking on their door year round. It’s a version of “bless this house” as it were. 

Of course, no one wants to be singled out as the home that didn’t give something, leaving a conspicuously 

clean doorframe for all to see. It doesn’t only signal your generosity to your neighbors however, it also 

alerts the next troop of passing wise men that this home hasn’t donated yet, and another knock and round 

of carols might ensue! It’s a good time to have a piece of chalk handy to forge the initials on your own 

doorpost of if you’re a stingy curmudgeon. 

Despite the lack of social pressure, so many of you have come alongside this ministry and given 

generously this year. I can’t express how blessed and encouraged Cari and I feel to represent so many of 

God’s people in the Czech Republic.  The outpouring of encouraging words and support over the past 

several months has been a bit overwhelming honestly. God has been too good to us. 

  

As an official update on our support, we are amazed to say that all of the Outfit & Passage funds we 

were seeking to raise before our return have been committed! We’re in the process of getting financial 

clearance to return to Czech Republic and we’ve got tickets for January 16! These past 6 months we have 

seen God do the impossible, both in our hearts and in our circumstances.  We are humbled beyond words, 

as neither our faith nor our lives are worthy of such extravagant grace and kindness.  Thank you for the 

part you have played. 
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If you haven’t financially supported this ministry but are interested to do so, yes, we do still need additional 

partners.  Specifically, we have not increased our housing allowance since we first began in 2006. Several 
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times we were advised to do so, but put it off in favor of frugality. Unfortunately, Prague housing costs are 

significantly higher than the provincial area we served in previously, and we really do need to increase the 

amount that we commit toward these expenses. If we could raise an additional $300 in monthly committed 

support it would go a long way over our next term of service. 

Giving Portal: https://www.abwe.org/work/missionaries-and-projects?s=013384 

  

Additional Ongoing Needs: God's grace has always sustained us, but we know that we really could use 

some extra help.  We are praying for a person(s) to come that could serve as an aid to our autism-

spectrum son, and help him get through the school days and be a support. It takes a special mix of 

kindness, unflappability and skill. It would require raising their own support. Since God seems like He's 

been in the business of miraculous provision for our ministry lately, we're willing to be a little bolder and 

make this need known as well.  
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