
CHANGE OF PLANS 

Dear Prayer and Financial Partners, 

Thank you for continuing to pray for us and our ministry.  We have had 
requests for updates in light of the pandemic in the world and the upheaval to 
every facet of life that has caused, so we will take this opportunity to express 
our uncertainty concerning work in the upcoming weeks. 

In a nutshell, our ministry is working with local pastors in remote 
areas of Nepal to provide them with systematic Bible training so they are 
better equipped to do their ministries.  A training module was scheduled for 
April and Tom was planning to team with a Nepali coworker and pastor 
friend to teach three courses each in three locations in Nepal.  On March 14, 
the Nepali government suspended its normal practice of issuing tourist visas 
upon arrival and began requiring a 14 day self-quarantine for all foreigners 
entering the country.  The new requirements are active through April 
30.  This effectively shut down our modules.  We are now in the process of 
trying to predict what we will be able to do in very unpredictable 
circumstances. 

We are investigating the possibility of doing the modules in May after 
the April 30 limit of quarantine requirements.  My Nepali coworkers have 
assured me about 75 students are planning to attend but we don't know if the 
need to be quarantined will be extended into May.  We also don't know if food 
and resources for the modules will be available for a reasonable price. Nor do 
we know what international travel will be available at that time.  Please PRAY 
for wisdom and accurate information in order to make wise decisions. 

Nepal has been amazingly free of cases of the virus.  To date, only one 

Nepali has been diagnosed: a student who had been in Wuhan, 

China, and brought the virus home with him. He has now 
recovered. Several others have been quarantined but no 
new cases have been diagnosed.  It is rather remarkable 

that Nepal only has had one case, given that it is located 
between the Asian behemoths of China, the originator of 

the virus, and India, one of the more affected Asian 



countries.  The financial hit on the country, though, has 
been substantial as the tourist trade has been shut 

down.  If you are interested in reading a little on the 
effect to the tourist industry you can go here .  Tourism is 

a huge industry for Nepal and the Nepali citizenry will 
definitely feel the effect of the virus financially if not so 

much physically.  Please PRAY for our brothers and sisters 
in Nepal as they serve God's church. 

On a personal note, we have enjoyed having Mitchell 

and Tevia home from school unexpectedly.  Though their 
dorms are only about a half mile from home, it is still good 
to have them at the dinner table.  Of course, the virus 

closure has added significantly to the work load of many 
friends who teach on the campus of Cedarville University, 
so we are praying as they adjust with minimal prep time 

to presenting their course material online, rather than in 
person.  The university administration is also busy making 
decisions that affect thousands, so please pray for them 

as well. 

As decisions are made, we will keep you posted.  Thanks 
for praying! 

Tom and Paula Carr 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fglobal-development%2F2020%2Fmar%2F19%2Fnepal-tourism-hit-hard-as-global-coronavirus-fears-close-everest&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2b7e09367025439d446b08d7cfbaa7e2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637206272921758452&sdata=CdjhgFq3b1nF6G5nowGOGxgCldhUvFRmlHZS1ZTVwls%3D&reserved=0
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