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COVID-19 in Puebla 
"We poor ones are immune" 

Response pros and cons... 

Well, we’re praying for you all there and hoping that 

here in Puebla the sun's ultraviolet rays are effective 

virus killers. Officially Mexico still hasn't been hit hard 

by the COVID-19 virus with 717 cases and 12 

deaths (as of March 27). However, testing here is 

sporadic at best and political leadership is of mixed 

value. Though the health authorities have mandated 

a full shutdown in Puebla (53 confirmed cases), the 

governor gives rather mixed messages, including the 

introductory quote. Schools started shutting down 

two weeks ago and our kids have been busy with 

online education all this week. We haven't been out 

of the house this week, but last week stores were 

normal, some a little fuller, some emptier. Gas prices 

were down to $2.88/gallon, and gas keeps dropping 

every day which has never happened in our 15 years 

 

 

Here's how things are going 

with committed funds for the 

ministry center...  

 

 

PRAYER  

1. For the 

authorities. 

2. Our church 

witness. 

3. Physically 

vulnerable. 

4. Economically 

vulnerable. 
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in Mexico. We had to drop paperwork off at Drew’s 

school last week and the guards at the gate greeted 

us with hand gel, double-checked our appointment 

info and took our temperature before letting us onto 

a deserted campus. 

Last week we bought goods for “despensas”, the 

Mexican term for a box of basic goods: 

imperishables and household basics. We put 

together enough for 12 boxes which we’ll start 

distributing as need arises when families at church 

start to feel the pinch of not working, having to stay 

at home, etc. Each collection costs about $16. Right 

now the dollar is at $24 pesos which is another all-

time high in our experience (it was at 18.5 a week or 

so ago). The US sneezes and Mexico gets the flu 

coronavirus is an old saying. So Mexico is just 

starting to feel the bite of this thing, both in health 

and the economy. 

  

Two Sundays ago we established precautionary 

measures at church: no touching, don’t come to 

church if you’re sick, wash your hands, use sanitizer 

as we dispense it. Mexicans greet and socialize in a 

very physical manner: hugs, kisses, hand slaps, 

closeness. These are all things we’ve appreciated 

here very much and it feels weird to do away with 

them. This is a good opportunity to really get down to 

deeper issues: we’re not taking these precautions 

out of fear, but rather out of love for our neighbor. 

The principle we want to live by is: I don’t fear getting 

sick, but I don't  want to infect others. Our people 
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have responded well to that. We’re in the middle of a 

preaching series about sin and God’s solution, so 

this is a living illustration of our broken world. 

  

Last Friday, in response to civil directives to shut 

down group activities, we stopped flag football and 

our home Bible studies. We can stay in touch 

electronically, and are thankful for the chance to 

share God's Word online with our people. On 

Sunday we did our first virtual service via Facebook 

Live. It was on short notice, but we still had decent 

participation with 17 accounts checking in and 

families and small groups of friends watching 

together. We'll keep figuring out Zoom and screen 

sharing and things like that to make it a better, more 

effective time to share together. 

  

In the family... 

Personally we’re all fine; our family of home-bodies 

is happy staying home together! The kids are all 

getting homework and doing video classes from their 

respective schools. Drew still has German class at 7 

AM, although doing it on video beats leaving the 

house at 6 AM! 

  

 

 



 

 

Fiona's state track meet was cancelled due to coronavirus. 

 

GOTA Update 

The virus has kind of slowed down paperwork and 

government offices. We had reviewed our legal 

documents for GOTA with a notary and hoped this 

week to have a final version to sign as a board and 

submit, but that's pretty much not going to happen 

now. We can be patient and wait!  

 

 

PRAYER  

1. Pray for the authorities to be responsible and 

govern with integrity. If this gets loose in 

Puebla the health care system is absolutely 

sunk. The public hospitals are already 

overflowing without this virus. I don’t see the 

authorities taking this on, neither at the 

federal, nor state nor municipal levels. 

2. For our church to be a strong witness, 

knowing how to share and care for our own 



 

and neighbors in this. The despensas are our 

first steps. Pueblo de Esperanza has a pretty 

good amount saved up in that fund, so we 

hope to be able to honor the name of Jesus 

with it. 

3. Pray for our vulnerable ones: Simon (taxi-

driver, cancer survivor), Anita (very fragile 

older lady), Roberto & Vickie (diabetics) are 

just a few names we could give. 

4. Pray for our economically vulnerable ones: 

Rogelio & Christy, Mario & Marina, Tere are a 

few names there as well. 

 

 

Thank you for your prayers! 

Tim, Barbara-Lee, Drew, Gavin, Fiona  
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