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We enjoyed a visit from our regional administrator along with some ABWE teammates from Hungary last 

week as they were doing educational assessments at Christian International School of Prague(CISP). On 

Tuesday we hopped out for a quick lunch with them. When we returned just over an hour later the school 

was in full preparation mode as we received notice that all schools in Czech Republic would be closed 

indefinitely.  The next few hours were a whirlwind of meetings and getting things set up for online 

classrooms.  

On Wednesday we made lesson plans, as we processed news that meetings over 100 people were 

outlawed, cultural events cancelled, and travel restrictions going into effect. 

On Thursday, after getting all 6 of our own kiddos through the new online schooling platform and teaching 

my own classes, our teammate Melissa forwarded me a picture of a document which had not yet been 

made public, which was shared with her from a government employee. In the draft memo new tighter 

  



restrictions would be enforced, outlawing meetings over 10 persons.  Several minutes later, the Czech 

government announed a State of Emergency.  As we processed this information, Cari and I began 

assessing what actions we might take as precautions. We decided it would be wise to have some non-

perishable food stuffs and some cash on hand. 

  

We drove to Makro, our local warehouse grocer (similar to 

Costco), to find that many many people were having the same 

thoughts we were. While toilet paper was not in short supply, 

non-perishables were going quickly.  We did manage to get 

everything we thought we would need and parked our cart in the 

hour-long checkout line. When we got to the register after 

ringing up all of our supplies, our payment card didn’t work. 

After several failed attempts, the cashier directed us to a nearby 

ATM, to the chagrin of everyone else in line at this point. As I 

attempted to pull cash to pay for our groceries, the ATM went 

out of service.  Apparently, with the rush on groceries following the State of Emergency declaration, POS 

systems failed as the networks became overloaded.  We did eventually get one of our payment cards to 

work after multiple attempts, but it was not a nice feeling to not have access to money. On the drive home 

we witnessed lines for fuel backed up into the streets, drivers cutting in and out erratically, and one very 

nasty roll-over accident.  In our local pharmacy people were physically pushing others out of the way to cut 

to the front of the line.  While we’re not particularly panicked about the virus, experiencing this small dose 

of hysteria was admittedly a bit unnerving. 

  

This morning further restrictions went into effect.  All shops 

aside from groceries and pharmacies are closed until further 

notice. If you’re curious, here’s an outline of our present 

situation: 

• Restaurants, cafes, and other hospitality/catering venues which 

previously had limited hours of operation are now closed. 

• Gyms, swimming pools, and other sports facilities, clubs, 

galleries, and libraries closed. 

 
Travel information according to visa status. This 
chart will already be outdated on Monday as all 

travel will be halted except for tourists still 
leaving the country 

 
Czech scientists are testing new nano-polymer 
disinfectants for public transportation systems 
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• Theatre, music, film and other performances, sports, cultural, religious, community, dancing, traditional events and 

other meetings are banned. 

• Meetings exceeding 30 persons outlawed. 

• Border is being tightly controlled, allowing only citizens and residence permit holders entry with COVID-19 

screening. As of Monday, March 16, all border crossing will be closed to citizens and residents alike, with the 

exception of cargo transport. 

• Anyone organizing weddings during this period are asked to keep the number of attendees to maximum 30, though 

funerals may be attended by up to 100 people. 

• Czech police are now being deployed to check whether people who have been ordered into quarantine are staying 

indoors. 

• No new visa applications will be accepted. 

  

We appreciate you keeping us in your prayers.  While our ministries are somewhat restricted during this 

pandemic, we’ve been in close contact with our ABWE teammates and the prevailing consensus has been to be 

extra aware of how the Lord might open doors for ministry and opportunities for gospel proclamation in this 

precarious circumstance.  Pray with us that He could use us in a unique way!  We also appreciate prayer for our 

Visas.  After the announcement of the closure of visa applications we have been a bit stressed at the thought of 

having to return to the U.S.  It appears however, that they will honor visa extension requests by appointment, 

which we do have.  Things are changing daily, so we would covet your prayers through this season.  
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