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Interesting Times 

Greetings from Thailand to you all.  We're hoping this finds you well and as safe as can be 

expected given the strangeness of these days. So far we are doing just fine, and thankful 

very much for the Lord's goodness to us.  We have so little to complain about.  This seems 

to us to be the first time in our ministry when we find our (us and all of you reading this) 

daily lives and routines having so much similarity--staying in/around the house, doing very 

little out and about.  From what we've heard, the lock down here in Thailand is similar to 

most places: schools closed, business and trade limited to necessary services, folks 

working at home as much as possible, churches moving fully online, and so on.  

 

Ministry 

The inconveniences are real in many ways.  Due to the travel restrictions, ABTS has had 

to cancel all of our upcoming classes, through the end of the year.  We're scrambling, as 

are many, to offer more online options so that students' course timelines are not derailed 

too heavily by this. 

 

In late January, Daron went to Mae Sai in the Thai/Myanmar border to meet with some 
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leaders in a Karen church there.  The intent is to begin training for Karen pastors on the 

Myanmar side of the border.   

 

 

 

 

We had a good time with the church, and it was great to see their concern for their 

brothers and sisters on the Myanmar side.  

 

 

 



 

There are an amazing number of men who are pastoring in these small villages, without 

experience, without any resources, and without consistent access to Godly 

mentoring.   The training was supposed to start in mid-April, but that is obviously off the 

table. We'll be working on planning for a new session when we have the opportunity.  The 

materials are prepared and so we'll be ready to go whenever some sense of normalcy is 

restored.  

 

  

 

Family 

In spite of all the inconvenience and uncertainty that exists at the moment, we've also 

been grateful to see so many small blessings.  For us, there are some moments that shine 

in the midst of this.  With the girls' school closed, its looking like Brynne will not have a 

graduation this year, and that is quite disappointing for her. Yet, we can't complain too 

loudly...we've really enjoyed having the girls home so much, and we've been able to spend 

some very high quality time together that we wouldn't have had otherwise.  With Brynne 

leaving for college this fall, we'll take all the time we can get.  

  
 

Nong Dtawan 

The virus has consumed attention for the greater part of this year, but in the midst of the 

confusion, the Lord has continued to work in our church.  One special blessing for us has 

been the faithfulness of one of our church families.  For a number of updates in the past, 

we have mentioned baby Dtawan.  He was born prematurely last year, and due to 

complications, was in the hospital for well over six months.  We watched his parents as 

they dealt with the stress and the worry of his weakness, until just recently he passed 

away.  During the time in the hospital, and especially after his death, we were truly 

encouraged by his parents. 

 

They are a couple who have had struggles in the past, and about whom some folks have 

expressed worry about their faithfulness.  And yet we've seen them grow in this time of 



 

difficulty.  We have watched them at the memorial service (they set up and prepared the 

food and served about 30 to 40 people), at the funeral, and in the days since Dtawan 

died.  They have increased their church attendance, and they have quietly and 

consistently demonstrated a trust in the Lord that we find deeply encouraging.  Indeed, 

their response and growth during this time has been noted by others in the church who are 

much more prominent in proclaiming trust in the Lord, but who are demonstrably less 

willing to be at peace with events in their lives.  It has certainly been a reminder to us all 

about how we assess who's faithful and who is not, and about how the Lord's priorities 

often differ from our own.  

 

 

Prayer Requests 

• Pray for our family as we're uncertain how the future months will unfold. We had 

planned to return to the US in June, but that may not be possible.  We're praying 

both for the chance to catch up with family and friends, and for Brynne as she 

heads off to school in the fall. 

• Pray for our friend Lydia whom we have mentioned in the past.  Her father passed 

away from a heart condition only a few days ago.  In the midst of this time, funeral 

arrangements and the normal procedures for burial are sometimes not an option, 

which can add additional stress. 

• Pray for the family of Pastor Fidel in Manila.  He has was a long time pastor there, 

and a supporter of ABTS who has just passed away from the Covid virus. 

• Pray for Pastor Jun Cairo, one of our students, and his family.  He has just 

experienced a series of major strokes and is in the hospital during a really 

frightening time to be there. 

 

 

 

As usual, thanks again to all of you, and we pray the Lord's blessings on you. 

 

--The Wilsons 

(Daron, Yunae, Brynne, and Isabel)  
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