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David & Virginia Morris  
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Dear Friends,    

I don’t know what’s happening in your area, but here in Palm Beach County, most restrictions are being lifted. For two 

months many of us have “Zoomed” to work from our homes, our hair grew long, parents were forced to oversee remote 

learning of their scholars, recreation, sports and entertainment were all put on hold. Many lost jobs, most have been 

knocked hard financially, but there were stimulus checks, welfare and unemployment compensation. Life was difficult for 

8 weeks, but we will recover.  

Having spent hours over the last two weeks in conversations with ministry partners in South Africa, the situation there is 

very different from what we were experiencing in Florida. So dissimilar that Americans who have not lived in Africa will 

have a difficult time visualizing or appreciating the suffering that this pandemic has brought. The restrictions in South Africa 

have been much more severe as the risk is substantially higher. Unemployment is almost universal among the poor. The 

economic impact and long-term effects are exponentially more damaging. In the townships and rural areas especially, 

where jobs are few and wages low in the best of times, hunger is moving to starvation as families have no income to 

purchase food. Their cupboards are empty and there is no government help. This situation is becoming desperate. 

Community unrest is rising with the hunger. 

With churches closed by order of the government, what are our missionaries doing?  

At 7 Rivers Outreach, our team of missionaries and South Africans took 100 food boxes to the most needy homes in their 

rural community.  The team is preparing now for a second delivery. A few markets are helping us with discounted prices. 

See videos of the distribution on the Facebook page of 7 Rivers Outreach (ABWE project #0762071). 

ABWE missionaries Darin & Kathy Ishler and Sue Lodico are working tirelessly with two of our churches to feed twelve 

families within their congregations. Without the churches’ compassion, these families would have no food at all. Hungry 

neighbors are asking for help, so these churches are initiating a mobile “soup kitchen” that will travel several times a week 

to three very needy communities. While sharing the gospel of Christ, they will dish out to as many people as possible a 

nutritious “stew” their church members have prepared. Though these churches are very limited in their own resources, 

they are trusting God to supply the needs so that they can love their neighbors in Jesus’ Name. You can help purchase the 

ingredients with a donation to the Durban Benevolent Fund (ABWE project #0762321). 

Thursday and Friday, May 21 & 22, Grace Baptist Church Amanzimtoti is delivering 3,500 hot meals provided by Nandos (a 

popular South African fast-food franchise) to the hungry in their area. The ladies of the church have been sewing face masks 

and distributing them. Grace is also helping members of its church family who have been without employment. 

Three of the African pastors, Nkosi, Khoza, & Kakaza, are boldly proclaiming the Gospel through radio programming in 

isiZulu (the primary African language in our province). These men are having a tremendous impact as they bring Biblical 

answers to the fear and despair that has filled the hearts of many. Radio is still an effective means of communication there. 

We are purchasing broadcasting time on the three major Zulu stations in the province of Natal. The costs are $130 for a 1 

hour live session on Sundays and only $5 for 5 minute devotional segments in prime morning and evening slots Mondays 

through Fridays. You can help with air time with a gift to the ABWE Westville North project (#0762311). 

Please pray for each of these ministries, and give if the Lord touches your heart to help. You may make donations at 

ABWE.org. Follow the prompts SUPPORT > MISSIONARIES & PROJECTS, then enter the ministry name or project number 

given above. If you or your church would like more information about any of these ministries, please contact me.  

Thank you for your prayers us as we continue to serve South Africa from Florida, 

 - David & Virginia  

  May 16, 2020 


