
  

 

Working While Waiting 
God has missionaries in a unique place right now.  Missionaries who had come 

back to the states for a short furlough are having difficulty returning, or 

missionaries who were planning to take a furlough find it very difficult to get to 

the states.   

 

In our case, we had to cancel two trips, one to Guyana, and one to Southern 

Brasil, due to travel alerts remaining at a very high level.  Our mission has 

stated that any trips originating from the USA when the government travel alert 

is above a level 2 cannot be taken.  Right now the US is at a level 4.  Not only 

that, Guyana isn't letting anyone into their country, and Brasil recently closed 

their doors to anyone except for citizens or permanent residents. 

 

We know that God has us right where He wants us.  We continue to stay 

connected through messaging and Zoom with our national partners, Steve is 

active on the lay pastoral staff at church and co-leading our small group, and he 

continues on as missions pastor.  Activities with missions have been quiet, but 

our hearts remain attentive to God's leading to be ready at any moment for an 



assignment He has for us. 

 

It's a weird position to be in and we are growing in this trial of strange world 

events. We have to admit at being under a fair amount of pressure and are 

feeling the stress of it. Here's a story of how God met Mendi in her need a few 

weeks back. 

 

"I was traveling to check on my parents, who live about 5 hours away.  During 

the trip, I took advantage of pouring my heart out to the Lord and admitting to 

Him that I was feeling pretty overwhelmed by recent world events, conflicts, 

tensions, our finances, our support, and our ministry.  I was thinking through 

who I could talk to and an ABWE missionary, who lives near us, and is involved 

in member care, came to my mind.  I prayed, "God, do you think I could 

facetime with her when I get to my parents?" About 30 minutes later I stopped 

at a truck stop to use the bathroom.  When I opened the door to the store, I saw 

someone who looked an awful lot like the person I had just prayed about talking 

to.  I walked up to her and guess what??? It WAS her!!. God provided for me in 

such a loving way.  It was amazing!!  We sat and talked, cried, prayed in her 

car for an hour and then we both headed on our separate ways.  To think of all 

the Lord had to do to arrange for that encounter to happen.  If you are ever in 

doubt about God's goodness, His tender care, His love....just reread this story 

and you'll be reminded that He is all of those things and more. 

 

We are tentatively thinking through plans for rescheduling our trips.  We don't 

have dates yet, but would like to take trips in the late fall and possibly again in 

February.  God knows that timing but we'd like to be ready.  To be ready, we 

are praying for both one time gifts and new ,monthly support partners.  God 

knows our need and He moves in the hearts of those He chooses.  We're 

praying for God to move and for us to see our support needs be met.  You can 

pray with us too. 

 

Our current support needs are $1,100 per month to be 100% supported.  Right 

now we contribute to our own support and will continue to do that as long as the 

Lord decides otherwise.  One time gifts help us in two ways; they boost our 



 

account to cover ministry costs, which we aren't getting reimbursed for right 

now.  They also allow us to build up travel funds for trips.  Would you consider 

giving a one time gift, taking a special offering in your small group, Sunday 

School, or during a service to help us with a one time gift?  

 

We'd like to know how we can pray for you.  Do you have any answers to 

prayer or ways that you've clearly seen God work in your life?  We'd love for 

you to share with us as an encouragement.  We hope you're encouraged by 

Mendi's story and how God met her in her need. 

 

We appreciate you, your prayers, your financial support, and your interest in 

our lives and ministry. God certainly blessed us with a great group in people.  

 

 

Blessings! 

Steve and Mendi Everett and kids 
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