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I remember 2020 being a key year as we were casting a vision for 

our future and ministry. Who could resist the easy wordplay for goal 

casting 5, 10 even 15 years ago? 20/20 Vision…2020 Vision. It 

was a perfect fit, and everyone was doing it.   I can’t help but 

wonder if God didn’t have a bit of a chuckle about all that, knowing 

what 2020 would actually be.  Not only were the grand goals for 

2020 mostly thwarted or delayed, but it feels like the whole kit and 

kaboodle may have been jettisoned and is lying lost at the bottom of the sea somewhere.  In a fantastic irony, 

20/20 vision has been replaced by deep disillusionment in countless spheres of life.  The future looks about 

as clear as mud and no amount of Zooms or Meetups are going to dispel the shadows.  It gives me pause to 

wonder if 2020 isn’t only a bit of a chuckle, but an active rebuke to both our comforts and our cavalier 

assuredness. 

  

While quarantines and States of Emergency haven’t really correlated to any easing of our work, family, and 

ministry commitments, they have increased our measure of what I might call, “the cares of life”.  Through the 

stress and complications of navigating these ever-changing circumstances, my focus has been far too easily 

distracted. COVID-19 has been too successful at diverting my eyes from Christ, and the tumultuous state of 

 



politics has oft robbed me of a measure of peace and perseverance to effectively run the race before me.  It 

turns out, I might not be as good at the trials and tribulations thing as I thought.  

  

I’ve often considered the apostles and their various sufferings and 

imprisonments. The Scriptures paint a beautiful and inspiring 

picture of their rejoicing through their trials and how they 

maintained their focus, devotion and joy by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. I long for an equal measure of Holy Spirit dependency in this 

season of life. It’s tempting to convince myself that somehow the 

apostles lived in simpler times and the complexities of our modern lives make the navigation more difficult. I 

don’t think so. I think they had equally complex and problematic relationships and circumstances of which the 

Word makes little or only passing mention, because ultimately, they are of little consequence. Unequivocally, 

pandemics, politics, and problematic people are nothing new.  They are as hum drum as human civilization 

itself. Which is to say, it is in truth a very dynamic and changing and challenging world we live in.  Which is 

why they were never the things we were intended to set our focus on.  They will touch us, they will rock our 

boats, they will force us to make difficult decisions even, but Lord willing, it is not where my gaze will land.  

  

My 2020 vision has been hobbled and humbled to be sure, but that might not be 

such a bad thing. If the sum total of the 2020 COVID-19 chaos combined with a 

caustic election cycle causes me to shift my focus and fix it more firmly and 

resolutely on Christ, it is the kindest rebuke the Lord could give me. 

  

Prayer Requests: 

• Pray for effective ministry at "Pochoden," the church plant we serve with in Prague. Pray 

for opportunities to meet and connect with new people and for the influence and 

presence of the church in our community to grow. 

• Pray for Steve and Cari's teaching ministry at Christian International School of Prague. 

Steve is teaching 6th, 7th, and 12th grade Bible courses and Cari is teaching 5 

elementary art classes.  While it is a Christian school in name, only around 40% of the 
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students come from believing families. Pray that each student would grow closer to 

Christ, and for the salvation of many students. 

• Pray for perseverance and continued health through a rigorous ministry, school, and 

family schedule. 

• Pray that Peace and Joy would reign in our hearts and lives for the sake of our witness to 

our friends, neighbors, community, and students. 

 


