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He's still in control 
2020...2021...no difference 

There were many jokes and memes about changing the calendar from 2020 to 

2021--which makes a lot of sense. 2020 WAS hard. But somehow that doesn't 

seem to have worked, has it? We've already lost a couple first-ballot Baseball Hall-

of-Famers in the first few weeks of 2021... and a few other issues as well. But as 

followers of Jesus, our view of the times doesn't change with the calendar. We're 

still in between the Resurrection and the Return. Jesus is still Lord already (but not 

yet), and the Great Command and the Great Commission are still in effect. So here 

in Puebla we continue with our services, even if we've had to take 2 Sundays off 

from in-person services because of an intense COVID outbreak (we start up again 

this Sunday the 31st). We continue Bible Studies, leadership training, discipleship 

and caring for the needy in our midst. God continues to provide. It's especially 

joyful to see people our church living that out. 

 

Despensas 

A despensa is the Mexican term for a standard package of basic necessities: non-

perishable food and basic household goods. Our church has 

distributed despensas for years and continued this month, giving about 10 out to 

church families and neighbors last week. We're very thankful for the team that has 

undertaken the project. Things are very tight in Puebla and at church, so we are 

very thankful for church people to take leadership with this. 
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Giving out a despensa. 

 

Help Wanted...Locally 

It's been encouraging to have a number of church members taking steps forward in 

ministry preparation. 

• Vale was one of our first believers at church and has been very up-and-

down for 5 years, but she's made some solid re-commitments lately and 

is taking online classes at the Puebla Bible Seminary. 

• Emmanuel is a young engineer with a heart for ministry. He's taking a 

preaching course at church and exploring seminary options. 

• Manuel is a former boxing champion (!) and handyman with a heart for 

ministry and solid Bible knowledge. He too is in the preaching class and 

looking into ministry preparation. 

We're so thankful for these special individuals and are excited to see where God 

takes them. 

 

PRAISE 

1. That our church is able to help families with despensas. 

2. For our members (above) investing in preparation to serve the Lord. 

3. The owner of our church space died suddenly Dec. 31 (that's not the 

praise). We've been able to be an encouragement and witness to his 

adult children (that's the praise!). You can pray for them too, please, A & 

V. 

PRAYER 



 

1. A man from church died a couple weeks ago and you may also 

remember Enrique who died in June from COVID. Caring for widows and 

their families is becoming a defining quality for our church, as it has for 

the Church for 2,000 years. Please pray for Gloria, Julia and their 

children. 

2. We've had a few interruptions as we try to get four months of preaching 

class under way. Please pray for commitment and advancement. We 

hope to add 4 men to our preaching rotation through this course. 

3. Drew flew back to Cedarville after a great 8 weeks home, tested negative 

for COVID, and then his roomie tested positive the next day. Drew's fine 

so far, please pray for his roommate. 

 

Thank you for your prayers! 

Tim, Barbara-Lee, Drew, Gavin, Fiona 
   

 


