
Update from Caleb & Christina Suko in Ukraine on April 29, 2021 

Dear Eastgate Bible Fellowship,  

 

 

The last couple of months we have seen a lot of things go badly! We 

started the year with Nickolas' appendectomy. In February my co-pastor 

Stefan and his family came down with COVID, additionally we saw some 

serious spiritual attacks on two families in our church. Without Stefan I 

had to take most of the workload on myself at Odessa International 

Fellowship. Just a little while later in March Christina's parents got 

COVID. They are a constant help to our family and in our ministry so that 

also complicated things. We were worried more for them because of their 

age. Thankfully, they have now recuperated. 

 

I talk about some of these difficulties in a new podcast I just recorded. 

 

Podcast: Play in new window | Download (Duration: 44:34 — 32.4MB)  

Subscribe: Apple Podcasts | Android | Email | Google Podcasts | Stitcher  
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The first wave of Coronavirus peaked here at the end of November. 

When the numbers started going down in December we were sure that 

we were going to soon see an end to the epidemic here. However, in 

February the numbers started climbing again and this time they went 

even higher than the first wave. As a result, we entered back into more 

restrictive quarantine over the past month. Thankfully, despite the more 

restrictive quarantine our church has been able to meet together all this 

time without interruption. 

 

*Please pray for the health of our church during this time. Also pray for 2 

families in our church that have experienced extreme spiritual difficulties 

recently. 

  

Ukraine in the news again 
Early in April we saw a build up of Russian troops along Ukraine's eastern 

border. This massive movement of Russian military brought Ukraine into 

the international news again and it also brought new tensions for those 

living in Ukraine. As a response we saw some military checkpoints put up 

in and around Odessa as "anti-terrorist training." 

 

The picture below was taken at the train station here in Odessa just a 

week ago. 
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Thankfully, it seems that Russian president Vladimir Putin has started to 

pull back some of his troops now. Nevertheless tensions are still high as 

we enter May. May 2nd will commemorate the 7th anniversary of 

the "Odessa Clashes" which saw over 50 people killed in one day. As a 

result we have increased patrols by the police and National Guard on our 

streets. 

 

*Please pray for continued peace in Odessa and in Ukraine. 

Ministry in Eastern Ukraine 
Just before the tensions reignited between Ukraine and Russia, I traveled 

to Druzhkovka in Eastern Ukraine, not far from the the front lines of the 

war. The purpose for this trip was to visit those who are ministering in the 

"gray zone" that borders the front lines. We held a conference on 

evangelism for about 100 believers, many of them church leaders from 

the surrounding areas. 
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Above is one of the churches that we minister with on the front lines. 

 

While we were there we heard the stories of those ministering in very 

difficult conditions in areas controlled by Russian separatist. For the past 

year the line that separates Ukrainian controlled territory from Russian 

separatist territory has been closed to those who wanted to cross. As a 

result they must travel into Russia, then north to Kharkiv before entering 

Ukraine. This detour makes a 20 mile trip 600 miles with numerous 

border crossings. The expense of such a trip is more than most can 

afford, thus effectively cutting these areas off from Ukraine.  



 

A few of the church leaders in one of the churches we visited in Eastern Ukraine. 

Shedrack, a Nigerian from our church in Odessa came on this trip to assist with 

video. 

 



While I was in Eastern Ukraine I sat down with about 10 church leaders to 

listen to their stories and to pray with them. They shared how God is 

continuing to move despite some major difficulties.  

 

Currently, there are 2 big difficulties that churches are facing in the 

Separatist controlled areas. The first is government control that only 

allowed 50% of the churches to be officially recognized. As a result those 

churches, not recognized by the government must gather illegally with the 

constant threat that the police could stop their meetings or arrest their 

leaders. Furthermore, without government registration some churches 

can not accomplish simple things like getting a contract with the gas 

company for heat. The second difficulty is the extreme financial hardship 

caused by the war cutting them off from the rest of Ukraine. The financial 

difficulties were only exacerbated by the pandemic. 

 

Thankfully, we have been able to help many of these churches through 

our Ukraine Crisis Fund. 

 

*Pray for churches in Eastern Ukraine, that God would provide for 

them and give them boldness and wisdom to continue to preach the 

gospel in difficult circumstances. 

More Training 
Over the past few months we have been given more opportunities than 

usual to conduct evangelism training seminars. Here is a brief list of some 

of the trainings our team as been part of over the past 3 months. 

• Region wide pastors' conference/training in Kharkiv 

• Evangelism training at Revival Church in Kyiv 

• Evangelism training at the Ukraine wide Youth Leaders Forum 

• Evangelism course for Odessa Theological seminary missions 

program 

• Missions roundtable in Odessa with over 300 youth from all over 

Ukraine 
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Sharing about planting an international church on a question and answer panel 

during the Odessa youth missions summit. 

Odessa International Fellowship 
God has been good to Odessa International Fellowship. Despite the 

surrounding difficulties we have new gospel opportunities that we never 

had before here in Odessa. In February and March we conducted a 

membership/baptismal class called "Foundations of Faith." Our attendees 

come from many different backgrounds so it's important to give everyone 

a strong biblical foundation. 

 

Recently, we celebrated our first Easter together as a church. Together 

we read the resurrection narrative, in English, Hausa, French, Ukrainian, 

and Yoruba languages! It's a challenge to minister in a such a 

multicultural context but one thing we have found is that the love of Christ 

crosses all political and cultural boundaries!  



 

Nigerian sisters singing a praise song in the Yoruba language during our Easter 

service. 

 

*Pray for spiritual growth of our church and gospel opportunities 

Russian Club 
Our church also helps internationals in Odessa through our Russian club. 

We have a broad range of students from countries like India, Morocco, 

Libya, Nigeria, USA, Egypt, Turkey, Columbia. Once a month we get 

gather our club for learning Russian. We have a topic each month. In 

April our topic was Spring and Easter. We shared about everything that 

relates to Spring and of course I shared about what Easter is and why we 



 

celebrate it.  

 

A few of our Russian club students participating in our club activities 

  

*Pray for our Russian club teachers and students. 

Visiting the US 
Our family will be in the US from the end of May until the mid August. In 

my next letter I will share with you dates of where we will be speaking 

while in the US. 

 

*Pray for us as we prepare to travel to the US. 

 

Serving Jesus in Ukraine! 

Caleb and Christina Suko 

 

Your support is what keeps these ministries going. If you'd like to 
donate you can do that through our mission here. 
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