
Polly’s Progress..................................................................................August 2021 

Created to Reflect God’s Glory 

Everyone who is called by My name...I have created for My glory. 
Isaiah 43:7; John 14:13, Ephesians 2:8-10, 

                Reflecting God’s glory is the theme for our women’s Bible studies this summer as we think 
through the Bible for the fourth time this year.  God’s glory shines through the world around us, the 
words and works of people, the Word of God and the enlightening of the Spirit within us.  The more we 
gaze on the holiness and beauty of God, the more His glory reflects in our lives.  Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts;  The whole earth is full of His glory!  Isaiah 6:3 

                Summer is such a delightful time for spending hours outside with my flowers and interacting with 
neighbors.  Before Memorial Day the Lord opened an interesting opportunity.  Our church took a group 
to Camp Patmos on Kelly’s Island to weed the flower beds.  The director’s wife mentioned that the 
retired couple who usually took care of the flowers was not able to come this year.  I said, “Well, maybe 
I can come help some.”   So I have made the two hour drive and half hour boat trip every week, but two, 
all summer, and will probably continue until October.  It’s been lots of work and fun.  People love the 
gardens and shower me with words of appreciation.  I work for hours listening to Lake Eire lap against 
the rocks, sail boats drifting by, birds chirping their greetings and in the background laughter, shouting 
and screaming of kids having a good time.  God’s glory is wonderful. 

                I share meals with the staff and hear about kids getting saved (ten juniors last week in the first 
three days); an email about two middle school kids who went home a couple of weeks ago to tell their 
parents, “Something awesome has happened in our lives.  We met Jesus!”  

                A government man who comes to monitor the water system has an office near where I often 
weed.  We sometimes talk a bit between his hourly tests. He seemed to have an interest in what I 
do.  His wife was there this past week and we sat together at lunch.  I told them about how I teach the 
Bible.  She wanted to know more.  We spent two or three hours that afternoon exploring the 
Word.  They are Catholic but she attended a Methodist church as a girl and I believe she has a personal 
relationship with Christ.  As she went to meet her husband to catch the 4:30 ferry, he asked what she 
was learning.  We started to give him a quick synopsis and he said, “I have an hour.  I have to do more 
water so we will be catching the 5:30 ferry.”  We talked almost another hour about the holiness of God 
and approaching Him on His terms. I gave them the little booklet on God Made Man to Live and we 
exchanged contact information. The college age staff kids said that night at supper: “You had a different 
kind of watering and weeding to do today.” 

                The next day my neighbor and I were talking about Kelly’s Island where he often fished with his 
father.  He too is Catholic.  I told him about my conversation with the water inspector about the holiness 
of God and humbling ourselves before Him.  He said, “I need to think about that.” 

                The next evening my neighbor from across the street stopped to chat about things happening 
in their lives.  She looked at me and said, “All this bad stuff doesn’t even bother you.  You have a calm 
security.  I can see it by just looking at you.”   So we talked more, about the things of the Lord.  This is 
what reflecting the glory of God is all about. Pray for these people. 



                Between trips to the island, I keep up my own yard, teach junior church every other month, 
continue the women’s Bible study and do other little things that need to be done.  In July I hosted and 
taught a backyard Bible club for a week.  The first week of July was the Baptist Mid-missions conference 
which was a great blessing.  My sister and her husband always spend a few days with me that week.  A 
couple from India was also here for a couple of days.  It’s been a great summer. 

God is. .. my glory...my rock... my strength, Psalm 62:7  Pray I will reflect that glory every day. 

Polly 

 


