
Polly’s Progress..................................................................................January 1, 2022 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Hebrews 13:8 

  

            But I change, and so do the things around me.  As we pass through life we get 

dented and bruised by its bumps, crippled by its falls, weakened by its stresses and 
hardened by its hurts.  Our bodies show it.  After all, they are only temporary.  We are 
constantly patching them up, fixing this and that to try to make them work better. What 

about our spirits?  They too can become bruised, crippled, weakened and hard.  They 
too need daily attention – washed in the Word, strengthened by the Spirit, and bumps 
and bruises repaired by God’s love, mercy and grace. 

            Today the page of our lives has turned to a new year, 2022.  I am excited about 

its challenges.  I don’t know what it holds, but I know God holds every one of its 365 
days and He holds me too, so everything will be ok. 

            During this Christmas break time I have again been reading through the 

hundreds of letters I wrote home (and my family saved) for over 50 years.  I have them 
all organized by years and decades in zip lock bags.  There are over 120 Polly’s 
Progress letters.  Will this be the year I write a book about my life?  Maybe.  It’s been so 

much fun reading through all those experiences, thinking about the people I have 
shared life with and rejoicing again in how God led and provided.  When I first started 
my missionary journey my pastor in Seattle counselled me, “Never lose the romance of 

missions (or ministry).”  What good advice.  Jesus warns us about losing our first love 
(Revelation 2:4).  Sometimes going back and remembering is a restorative activity.  

            I asked God to give me creative ways this winter to minister.  One way was with 

35 of Deb (and Dee) Searle’s Christmas CD.  It was fun giving them out like Christmas 
cards.  With each one I prayed the God-centered message would touch hearts.  Several 
went to shut-ins and people in my Bible classes.  My next door neighbor, a policeman, 

said, “I’m on duty this weekend.  I can play it in my patrol car.”  Another went to a 
neighbor who has dropped out of Bible study, but brought me some Christmas 
cookies.  Keep praying for these and other contacts. 

            I am also looking ahead.  My snow-bird plants are settled on their perches by 

windows and under grow lights.  Several are blooming.  One little azalea I keep inside is 
full of double blossoms – beautiful.  I am already trimming back and making new plants 
for spring and summer.  I’m making extra this year in case I want to take some up to 

Camp Patmos.  Today I planted some tomato and basil seeds.    

            I start teaching primary church again tomorrow.  My women’s Bible study starts 
January 11.  I am writing a new series of lessons for them on things I have learned 

through the years. Pray for wisdom as I write and prepare, and for strength to continue 
teaching God’s Word. 



            This year I plan to read through the Chronological Bible. (I try to use different 
versions and languages from year to year.)  I will also continue to do my daily book 

review system. What are your Bible study and outreach plans for 2022?    If you are 
interested in any of these Think Through the Bible notes, or the notes from my Bible 
classes, let me know.  

            May God give us each a blessed New Year as we press on to possess that for 
which Christ first possessed us, Philippians 3:12.   So glad you are on my list of people I 
know and appreciate. 

Polly 

 


