
Polly’s Progress...............................................November 2021 

He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you, But to 

do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God 

I’m folding up summer with a blanket of mulched leaves – red, gold, rust and brown – 
waiting to be covered with a fluffy comforter of snow.  Summer-fall 2021 is now a 
memory.  I will enjoy taking it out often giving thanks for all it contained.  

I finished my gardening at Camp Patmos the end of October, trimming back the Rose of 
Sharon bushes, clearing out gardens I had not had time for all summer, cleaning up 
other flower beds, marking perennials we can expect back in the spring and pulling up a 

few things I brought home to winter indoors.  I made fourteen trips to the island (200 
miles round trip plus boat ride) beginning in July. I’ll miss going up there but am 
thoroughly enjoying the time to do other things.  My basement is filled with geraniums 

and other plants to keep watered and trimmed through the winter months.  Hopefully 
there will be lots of new starts to put out again in the spring. Thank God for happy 
meaningful activities and a hope that can always look ahead. Pray for our camps, even 

during these winter months and for all who made decisions for Christ. Pray for the water 
engineer I talked with about the Lord almost every week. 

Amazingly things here at home did not get too neglected.  The lawn got mowed, 
gardens watered and cared for (even some new plants put in), and the house cleaned 

up for our weekly women’s Bible study. I got all three decks re-stained, trim repainted 
on the bay window and some other fix-it jobs done.  

Thank God for the handful of ladies (6-9), who meet here every week to pray and study 

the Word.  We have gone through the entire Bible six times, once every two months, 
since January.  This summer we emphasized the Glory of God;  in September and 
October - Faith.  November-December it’s the centrality of Christ in all of history. What a 

joy to study and write the lessons for these times together.  After I read from Lover of 
my Soul by Alan D. Wright a couple of weeks ago, one lady brought five copies she had 
purchased on line to share with the others.  This week we talked about Conversations 

with God.  To walk and talk with Jesus we must learn to “walk in His shoes,” think how 
He thinks, feel what He feels.  Philip Yancey put it this way: “I tried to set aside ... my 
personal disappointments, and consider instead God’s point of view.  Why does he seek 

contact with human beings? ... I realized that I had not often paid attention.  I had been 
too preoccupied with my feelings to listen attentively to His feelings.” Quote 

from disappointment with God.   Pray we will all be more concerned about how God feels 

about things; that God’s Word will take root in hearts and be effectively shared with 
others.  Pray also for the Lord’s leading in what we will study next year.  

In September we had our first neighborhood block party since COVID.  Over 70 people 

came.  Forty four families were represented – over half of our development.  We had a 
really fun time together, making new friends and reinforcing old friendships.   We don’t 
do “evangelization” at these gatherings but it opens many doors and builds bridges.  I 



can’t believe how many people I have talked to this summer about the Lord.  Pray He 
will water the seeds and give continuing opportunities.   

Winter winds will soon sweep people into their houses and I won’t see them as 
much.  Pray the Lord will give creative ways to keep in contact and reach out to others 
during these months.  Pray for some writing projects I want to work on this winter. 

I thank God for all my friends.  May these weeks of celebrating with family and friends 

be a blessed time for each of us.                                                -   Polly 

 


