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Where God Leads We Follow 

  

Our time with ABWE has come to a close.  You’ve prayed for us, given towards 

our ministry, followed along on our journey, encouraged and cheered us 

on.  You’ve ridden this roller coaster journey by our side for 21 years and it has 

been a worthy ride.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

 

Here are the details- We have sensed God leading us this direction about a year 

into COVID, and especially after our administrator, Cal Clark, passed away in 

June 2021.  We couldn’t see how this model of doing missions was sustainable 

and began praying about it and asking God if what we were sensing was from 

Him, or just our own hearts.  We gave Him time to reveal that to us and have 

kept closely attuned to him during His reveal. At times we thought that COVID 

was coming to an end, and that we would continue the ministry momentum that 

had started—and then Delta, and then Omicron.  Even though COVID might be 
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ending soon, it isn’t feasible for us to continue operating under the type of 

support system ABWE has set up. 

 

Our Plans- We plan to be “tent makers” in missions.  Our hope is to create a 

small non-profit organization where funds can be received (tax deductible) for 

when we go on trips and take teams to encourage national workers.  That is in 

the early stages, so we will have information later.  For our day to day needs, 

we both will be working, although Steve doesn’t yet have a job. He is the lay 

missions pastor at our church and plans to continue that.  Mendi is working very 

part time as an Administrative Assistant at our church and going to school full 

time. 

 

What happens now- Our resignation date will officially be March 31, and our 

account with ABWE will be closed April 1st.  As of yesterday morning, we had 

understood that we would be getting 6 months of severance, paid monthly, to 

help us with this transition, but we were informed that it’s quite different than 

that. We are allowed up to 6 months’ worth of severance pay, but that amount 

must be in our account by March 31st and is given as a lump sum. Any funds 

received after April 1st will not go to us.  Right now, we only have enough in our 

account for a portion of 1 month’s salary.  If God leads you to help us with this 

transition, would you consider giving an extra parting gift towards our account 

before March 31st? If so, you can click here.  We give thanks to the Lord for 

your faithful sacrificial giving over the years and also as we close this chapter. 

 

Some prayer points 

*Steve is working towards getting a hip replacement.  Since we had previously 

understood that we would have 6 month’s of severance pay, we thought there 

would be time for him to have surgery and recover before getting a new job. 

He’s had appointments with his primary care physician and his cardiologist as 

he’s working towards clearance for surgery. His next step is an echocardiogram 

(Just a reminder that Steve had a heart attack in 2012).  God knows the timing 

of this with getting a new job and our financial needs.  We continue to trust in 

Him, although we do have to admit to some extra clinging to the Lord in this 

matter. 
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*Grief- this is hard.  It’s the end of one era, the saying of good-bye to what we 

have known for the last 21 years, and the beginning of another.  The emotions 

we are experiencing are painful, but we understand and know that He is 

working everything for our good and for His glory. 

 

*Our continued trust in the Lord and security in Him for next steps. This is a 

huge change for us.  Our hearts are still very missions oriented, that will not 

change, but the way we go about it will. We will continue to follow Him as we 

have been. 

 

*Setting up a non-profit. This will take some navigating and we need wisdom 

every step of the way. 

 

*Steve is working his way through a list, calling all the churches and individuals 

that support us financially.  Pray for him as he connects and thanks each 

person, family, and church for their faithful support. 

  

We are blessed to call you friends and to know that you have made eternal 

investment together with us for His kingdom though out these years.  As Paul 

says in Philippians 4:17 (Amplified Bible) Not that I seek the gift itself, but I do 

seek the profit which increases to your [heavenly] account [the blessing which 

is accumulating for you]. 

  

 

Blessings! 

Steve and Mendi Everett 
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