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Dear Eastgate Bible Fellowship,  

 

 

This past weekend I made a trip to Odesa, Ukraine. My goal was to 

encourage the brothers and sisters there and to bring them some 

needed aid. This was my first trip back into Ukraine and to Odesa 

since the war started on February 24th.  

https://mailchi.mp/sukofamily/thoughts_on_afghanistan-11464574?e=8575c1c0d5
http://sukofamily.org/


 

 

I left early on Saturday morning from Chisinau, Moldova. My in-laws 

decided to join me. We quickly made the 2 hour drive reaching the 

https://youtu.be/BDu00yhxhYw


border just after 8:00 AM. There was little traffic going into Ukraine and 

we crossed the border in under 40 minutes.  

 

The first military checkpoint was just a few hundred yards after 

crossing the border. We encountered another 5 checkpoints before 

entering Odesa. The city was unusually calm for a Saturday. There 

was much less traffic than usual, some businesses, storefronts, and 

restaurants had boarded up their windows. 

 
Anti tank hedgehogs were everywhere along the road and in the road. 

Large concrete barriers stood in the middle of the road in many places 

forcing traffic to stop and snake around them. Driving past our 

neighborhood beach we could see ropes strung from tree to tree 

warning people not to enter because of landmines. 



 

Our first stop was at Crossroads Church to deliver humanitarian aid 

that we had managed to fill the back our van with. Bags of oats, flour, 

personal hygiene items, blankets. Pastor Kostya and his church have 

been feeding those in need and sharing the gospel every day in 

their small facility. These will all go to those in need as a testimony of 

God's love and the power of the gospel! 

 

I spent the rest of the day meeting with some of some of our church 

members who had stayed behind. In times like these fellowship is 

worth far more than any amount of funds or humanitarian aid that we 

can send. The spiritual work of encouragement, comfort, and personal 

presence plays a vital role in the Church.  



 
Please pray for the Smith family, who are part of our church and have 

decided to stay in Odesa to support the work of Ukrainian Churches. 



 
Pray also for brother Oleg and brother Misha who are also part of our 

Church in Odesa. Men ages 18-60 are not allowed to leave the 

country because they are of military age. Both of them are 

volunteering their time to help the Ukrainian people! 

 

I shared breakfast with them at my office before the church service. As 

we prepared to leave the office and make the 10 minute drive to 

church the air raid siren went off. "Oh not again!" I exclaimed. "Now 

what should we do?" I turned to Misha and he resolutely, said, "Let's 

go, the people are waiting for us at Church." That was all I needed to 

hear. We prayed and asked God to protect us from Russian rockets 

which were probably headed towards our city, then we quickly got in 

the car and headed to Church.  



 

As expected the church was waiting! It's hard for me to convey to you 

the joy of fellowship in those moments. No one seemed to notice the 

air raid sirens blaring outside. Sincere joy permeated every greeting, 

every song, and every prayer. Yes, there were some tears too, but 



even the tears seemed to sparkle with joy and thanksgiving. There 

wasn't any place in the world I'd rather be than in a small church in 

Ukraine at that moment.  

 

I preached on Psalm 118 about the goodness of God, then I led the 

communion service. There were no stage lights, no big worship band, 

no production team, just simple Christian fellowship. I prayed to 

conclude the service but our fellowship didn't end. People stayed as 

long as possible savoring every minute! 

 

Several church members begged me to stay another night. They 

invited me to their home, promised to take care of me, to feed me, to 

give me a safe place for the night. The most difficult thing I had to do 

was tell them "no." I had promised our regional director that I would 

come home on Sunday night and I must keep to that promise. 

 

With the afternoon quickly growing late I made my way back to our 

end of town to pick up my in-laws and head back to Odesa.  

 



 

As we waited to cross the border back into Moldova we were greeted 

by our Moldovan brothers. They offered us free coffee/tea and snacks. 

They told us about Jesus and we responded with a smile and another 

short time of sweet fellowship ensued. Thank you brothers and sisters 

in Moldova for your beautiful example of God's love towards your 

Ukrainian neighbors! Ukraine needs more neighbors like Moldova! 

 

Thank you for your continued prayers! There is some good news on 

the war front but also some bad news. Only God knows how long this 

great evil will continue. In the meantime God is doing great things 

through Ukrainian Churches. 

 

Here are few things you can pray About. 

1. Pray especially now for Eastern and Southern Ukraine. We have 

partners in Druzhkovka, Lysichansk, Rubezhnoy, Kramatorsk and 

other towns that are now coming under heavy attack. 

2. Please pray for the church in Balaklaya and Pastor Sasha there. 

They are now under Russian control and I have lost contact with them. 



 

3. Pray for Mariupol! The situation is terrible beyond description there.  

4. Pray for us as we travel to Romania this weeked to visit our church 

members there. Next week we will meet with our mission team in 

Bucharest. 

5. Pray that we would be able to visit Ukraine for Easter, April 24th.  

6. Pray that we would be able to move back to our home in Odesa 

soon! 

 

Praying for peace and serving the Prince of Peace! 

Caleb and Christina Suko 

DONAT E T O C AL EB A ND CHRI ST INA  SU KO  

 

DONAT E T O U KRA INE  CRI SI S FUND  

 

 

 

Rhema is a student from Nigeria who was living in Kharkiv, Ukraine. Providentially 

God provided a way for him to leave Kharkiv. He got in touch with us and we helped 

him get to Moldova. 

 

  

https://www.abwe.org/work/missionaries/caleb-christina-suko
https://www.abwe.org/work/projects/ukraine-crisis
https://youtu.be/u5Uo60n9M_k
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